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. July 6—The Church: Its Life and Work 
Acts 2: 37-47; 1 Thess. § : 11-15 


July 13.—Baptism 
Matt. 28: 18-20; Mark 1:.1-11; Acts 8 : 26-40 
July 20.—The Lord’s Supper 
Matt. 26 : 26-30; 1 Cor. 11 : 20-34 
4. July 27.—Christian Fellowship : 
Acts 2.42, 46, 47;.Phil.' 4‘! 10-20 
. August -3.—Christian Worship 
Matt. 6:5, 6; John 4:1-10, 19-24; Heb. 10: 19-25; 
Rev. 7 : 9-12 : . .uey 
. August i0—Winning Others to Christ 
Acts’ 16: 9-15; James 5:19, 20 
y. August 17.—Christian Missions at, ’ 
Acts 1:8; 13:1 to 14:28 
8. August 24.—Social Responsibility 
Luke ro : 25-37; Galatians 6:2, 9, 10; James 2: 14-16 
9. August 31.—Temperance 
Dan. ‘1: 8-20; Rom. 14:21; 1 Cor. 9 : 24-27 
18. September 7.—The Kingdom of God 
Matt. 6 : 10; 13 : 31-33, 44-50; 18:2, 3; Luke 17 : 20, 21; 
2 Cor. 10 : 3-5 
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Matt. 25 : 31-46; John 14:2, 3; 2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Peter 


133-5 
12. September 21.—The Holy Scriptures 
Psa. 19 : 7-143 119 : 9-16, 97, 165; Acts 17: 10-12; 2 Tim. 
3214-17; Heb. 1:1, 2 . 
t3. September 28.—Review: Jesus Our Saviour 
and King. Selection for Reading Matt a1 : 1-9, 15, 16 
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I Must be Glad 


Nehemiah 1:1 to 2:10 
By Grace Hamilton . 


MUST be glad. 
The king hath said: ‘No countenance sad 
Shall in my presence come. ”’ 
How can I be? Waste, fire, and sword 
Consume the city of our Lord, 
And Judah’s pride is fallen low, 
Her people scattered by the foe. 
How can I come before the king? 
My heart is bleéding with this thing! 


So spake the man of God; 
And then he prayed, 
And was no more afraid, 


I come before the King of Kings: 

Shall I approach His presence sad? 

His world lies bleeding at His feet, 

Waste, fire, and sword their work complete ; 
Creation’s crown is fallen low 

(They reap great winds, small ones did sow) 
And yet my King would have me glad. 


How can I be? 

** Look unto me,” He saith, “ and live 
Close by my side, and I will give 
Respite from pain, for sorrows peace, 
For unshed tears, a smile’s release. 
All-Life am I, All-Happines, 
All-Boundless Love for Earth’s distress. 
The All-Sufficient —I am thine — 

The price is paid and thou art mine.”’ 


How can I be aught else but glad? 
My Saviour-King ! 





What is Truth? 


Truth is as great as God. Those who despair of 
finding truth do not know God. Those who know 
God rev | in the glories of truth. In a burning mes- 
sage at the World Conference on Christian Funda- 
mentals last spring Dr. Haldeman concluded one of 
his superb affirmations of the Good News in Christ 
with the unexpected words—“unless the Son of God 
is a concrete falsehood, making promises to the ear 
to be broken to the heart.” It is a startling figure: 
“a concrete falsehood”! And, praise God, we turn 
from it to the joyous fact that our Lord Jesus Christ 
is concrete truth, gathering up in his own, being and 
person all truth, for he is the origin and source and 
supply and binding power of all truth. “I am the 
truth,” he declares (John 14:6). To Pilate’s question, 


: “What is truth?” (John 18:38) Jesus in his own 


person, standing before Pilate, was and is the eter- 
nal answer. e-can know him by believing on him 
and yielding our lives to his mastery. Then we know 
the Truth, and the Truth knows us; we possess him 
becausé he possesses us. And then our lives are made 
true, for the Truth is our life. 


Never Demobilized 


Men of war are becoming men of peace. Count- 
less numbers of soldiers have been released to peace- 
ful activities, ever since last winter; countless war 
activities are ceasing. But not. everything is demobil- 
ized... An Associated Press dispatch from London 
told of an address by the British Premier, and said 
that at one point Mr. Lloyd George struck out “one 
of his typical flashes” in the words, “don’t demobilize 
the spirit of patriotism.” As the national statesmen 
in many a land to-day urge that truth upon their peo- 
ple, so we who are Christian believers may hear our 
Lord reminding us that the spirit of heavenly pa- 
triotism must never be demobilized in the life of 
heavenly citizens. We have enlisted, not for a term, 


but for life. Having become partakers of Christ, 
we are to “hold fast the beginning of our confidence 
firm unto the end” (Heb. 3:14). We are to believe, 
and thus to “run with patience the race that is set be- 
fore us, looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter 
of our faith” (Heb. 12:1, 2). A safeguard against 
any wrong demobilizing in our Christian lives is to 
remember, with thanksgiving, that we may be “con- 
fident of this very thing, that he who began a good 
work in you will perfect it” (Phil. 1:6). 
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Our Double Environment 


Every one has a double environment. Volumes 
have been written to help men escape from sinful 
or crushing environments, for it is undeniable that 
man is largely made or marred by his surroundings. 
And yet one cannot by merely transferring a man 
from the slums to the health-giving country remake 
him. To change the nature of a victim of sinful 
human environment, the fact of man’s divine en- 
vironment must be reckoned with. That fact is this: 
“In him [God] we live and move and have our be- 
ing.” Life is a mystery, but the Bible throws light 
on it to the extent of telling us that it is environed 
by God. That is true of the most sinful life. Oh, suf- 
fering victim not only of criminal slum but of unlov- 
ing, heart-breaking, stifling, opportunity-blocking en- 
vironment at home, cease thinking that you can never 
be free or happy until lifted from your surroundings. 
Pray Paul’s prayer “that I may know Him,” — the 
God who environs you, as he is revealed in Christ 
Jesus. You may know him better than your nearest 
of kin. And then he will transform your very en- 
vironment into a garden of joy. If he does not take 

ou out of it, he will open your eyes to see what 

lisha’s servant saw in their dangerous and perplex- 
ing environment (2 Kings 6: 13-17). 
“ Hell is nigh, but God is nigher, 
Circling you with hosts of fire.” 


The New Views of Immortality 


Fifth in the series ‘* Religious Perils from the War” 


6 MUST alter our idea of Resurrection, 
particularly at this wonderful Eastertide,” 
wrote a widely-known editor in the Easter 

Number, this year, of one of the most popular secular 
magazines in America. There is, he says, “a new 
cosmic coming of Christ” in the world to-day. “We 
err sometimes in thinking of the Resurrection as 
something to happen to us at some fixed time,” he 
declares, and then adds, “We can have our Resurrec- 
tion when we choose: it can be now.” 

Many other “new views” of immortality have been 
cxpressed since the war changed so many persons’ 
ideas on so many things. “Multitudes of soldiers 
have found a new belief in God and immortality,” 
said an evangelical preacher in his own pulpit last year. 
“These men,” he continued, “were confronted dail 
with the death of the body, but they saw beyond deat 
a new and unending life.” Then this minister goes on 
to say, “The words of Bible writers are quoted as 
settling forever the fate of some of those who have 
laid down their lives in this severe struggle, but their 
labor is in vain.” That is, according to this minister, 
it is in vain that any one calls in the Bible as an 
authority on the question of immortality, for he would 
have us believe that the Bible settles nothing unless 
it agrees with men’s own ideas. 

Does me~’s immortality depend in any way on God’s 
judgment or God’s forgiveness? According to an 
editorial answer in a widely read woman’s magazine, 
it does not. A wife wrote asking whether she may 
believe that her husband, who had lived a thoroughly 


unworthy life as man and father, but who had given. 


his life on the battlefield, had by his death done 
“enough” to assure his blessedness in the life beyond. 
And the answer of this magazine includes these 
statements: “It was not God’s to judge or forgive. 
It was the wife’s and society’s whom he [the husband] 
had injured. And they both have forgiven him. ... 





Somewhere, some time, the idea that is the Universe 
had birth from God, and souls, indestructible, im- 
mutable, are the very essence of that idea. ‘'Somé- 
where, somehow, this soul, freed from bodily weak- 
nesses, has gone winging into the place belonging to 
it. Be very sure that it is a place of noble opportu- 
nity, and rest content.” This “new view of immor- 
tality” makes it depend upon what a man does to earn 
it, and whether he is forgiven by other human beings. 
God has nothing to do with it. 

Magazine fiction, as well as magazine philosoph 
gives us the new views, or the rejection of the old 
views. In a short story in another popular magazine 
the heroine says to a young minister, “I think your 
sermons are splendid. That one yesterday about the 
resurrection of the body was wonderful. To think 
that we will all meet in heaven, looking just the way 
we do now. [Of course, the Bible says nothing of 
this sort, but the girl or the minister seemed to think 
it did.} Adthough I must confess that I never did 
quite understand how any one who was blown to bits 
by a shell could possibly—”’ And the mother of the 
girl breaks in just then “with a warning frown” and 
the reproof to her daughter, “You are scarcely quali- 
fied to discuss such matters.’ Pray change the sub- 
ject.” 

A-very popular magazine writer, speaking for the 
soldiers, declares in these positive words the?r confi- 
dence that “Our spirit would go on forever, when our 
bodies, like blood-stained tunics, had been cast aside.” 

Spiritualism, or more correctly Spiritism, is insist- 
ing more loudly perhaps than ever before in the his- 
tory of the world that men take a new view of im- 
mortality. This particular “religious peril from the 
war” will be discussed more fully in another. editorial 
in this series. 

Certain widely quoted statements from others’ ate 
well known to the public,-as for example,..Cardinal 
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Mercier’s word: “If I am asked what I think of the 
eternal salvation of a brave man who has conscien- 
tiously given his life in defense of his country’s honor, 


and in vindication of violated justice, I shall not hesi-. 


tate to reply that without any doubt whatever Christ 
crowns his military valor, and that death, accepted in 
this Christian spirit, assures the safety of that man’s 
soul,... He may not have made a close analysis of 
the value of his sacrifice; but must we suppose that 
God requires of the plain soldier in the excitement of 
battle the methodical precision of the moralist or the 
theologian? Can we who revere his heroism~doubt 
that his God welcomes him with love?” 

, And Donald Hankey’s famous sentence has been 
seen everywhere: “Men, if you are wounded, it is 
Blighty ; if you are killed it is the Resurrection.” 

A by two Scotch clergymen suggests that there 
are many soldiers “whom neither the heaven nor the 
hell of the pre-war theology can receive”; and then 
says that the church, in the religious revolution 
brought about by the war, “must propound not only a 
doctrine of heaven and of hell, but also a doctrine of 
an intermediate state.” Then follows this strange 
exegesis: “Even in hell, there can be no complete 
isolation from God. For hell itself is within the 
compass of his omnipresence, and the man who makes 
his bed there at last is brought through anguish to 
say: ‘Lo, Thou art here!’ God is also in hell, and 
wherever he ‘is he can only be doing one thing—try- 
ing to win his children to himself.” But any well- 


instructed Bible student knows that the verse here ' 


quoted, Psalm 139:8, uses for “hell” the Hebrew 
word “Sheol,” as thus translated in the Revision; and 
that Sheol means simply the place of the dead, not the 
lake of fire or the place of everlasting punishment. 

‘ An editorial in a religious journal discusses “The 
War and Immortality,” and emphasizes the fact that, 
according to a number of books dealing with the atti- 
tude of the soldiers toward death and immortality, 
the instinct of immortality was almost invariably 
found, and “practically every soldier who died took 
it for granted that he was going to go on living in 
some other world.” 

Just here we ought to be clear on one ‘point: that 
immortality does not mean merely the survival of the 
spirit. The spirit is not mortal, but the body is. 
Therefore “immortality” refers to the eternal sur- 
vival of the body, which, if the body has died, is pos- 
sible of course only by a literal resurrection of the 
body, a raising of the body from death into a new 
and eternal bodily as well as spiritual life. This is 
the teaching of the Bible. All persons, the Word of 
God declares, shall be raised from the dead in their 
bodies; but there is a resurrection unto eternal life, 
and a resurrection unto the second death, or helt 
(John, 5: 28,29; 1 Cor. 15: 22,23; Rev. 20: 4,11-15). 

So we see that'the mere “instinct of immortality” 
means little or nothing. It is not a question of 
whether there is a life after this, but where that life 
after this is going to be spent. 

One of: the fallacies and perils from the war, in 
our religious thinking, is the constant reiteration of 
what the soldiers think or say about religious truth, 
as though that had any bearing whatsoever upon what 
the truth really is. Im this editorial on immortality, 
in the religious journal mentioned, for example, it ts 
stated that “fear of some kind of punishment in the 
next world, different from what they were experienc- 
ing here, seemed to be utterly absent from the minds 
of those millions of boys.” But what the true Chris- 
tian is interested in, what every man ought to be 
interested in, is not what may be absent from 
the minds of men, but what is present in the mind of 
God. God has plainly told us in his Word what His 
mind on these matters is. Shall we trust him, or the 
minds gof soldiers? Jesus said, as recorded for us 
in the Word of God, “I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall 
he live” (John 11: 25). 

So let us remember that in the matter of immor- 
tality, as in all else concerning which the Word of 
God has anything to say, we can test any and all 
views by the searching little couplet: 

“Tf it’s new, it isn’t true; 
And if it’s true, it isn’t new.” 


From an American home that was not Christian 
the young son went forth into the war. The hearts 
of the father and mother were burdened wellnigh to 
breaking as they realized that they might never see 
their boy again. In his business office the father 
asked a Christian man if there was any way by which 
he could be really sure of seeing his son again, if that 
dear life were lost in battle. It was a simple, child- 
like cry for light on the way of life and salvation. 
Gladly the Christian man told the father that there 
was indeed a way, and that that Way was Jesus as Sa- 
viour; and then and there in his business office the 
hungry father accepted Jesus Christ as his persoral 
Saviour. He went home with Christ to the wife and 
mother, and she took Jesus as her Saviour in the 
same direct simplicity. Then the two corresponded 


with their boy, and soon the glad news came back , 


that he had taken Jesus as his Saviour. That family 
Was. one jn Jésus Christ then, and their reunion was 
absolutely guaranteed by the inviolable Word of God. 
They had helieved on Jesus; they had eternal life, for 
they, had, nassed out of death into life (John~s: 24), 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


Why not? If you are saved, you are 
as free as Christ can make you. 
(See John 8 : 36.) 
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and their hearts were glad in the assurance of reunion 
in immortality in the presence of their Lord. That 
is not “a new view of immortality”; it is the blessedly, 
eternally old view, as old as the Word of God, and as 
certain as the character and truth of Him in whom 
all the promises of God are Yea and Amen (2 Cor. 


: 20). ’ 
And let hungering or troubled hearts, out from 
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whose home circles dear ones went into the war not 
to return, and perhaps never having made public pro- 
fession of their faith in Jesus, take this word of 
comfort from a sermon on “The Gospel and the 
War,” preached by a true ambassador of Christ at the 
dedication of a Service Flag: “I believe that in an- 
swer to the prayers that go up from the family altars: 
and the church altars of the whole world God will not 
allow a willing servant of His in the cause of na- 
tional righteousness to die upon the battlefield with- 
out giving him one moving call which he will recog- 
nize as coming from the One who in a greater and 
purer sense died for the whole wold. And I believe 
that in the hour of supreme test, multiplied thousands 
of these soldiers will press through the gates into the 
etern. 1 city; not because they died as soldiers on the 


battlefield, but because at last they saw through their - 


own sacrifice to the infinitely greater sacrifice which 


Christ made for them, and quickly cast their all upon . 


Him as their only hope of salvation.” 





How “Work Out Our Salvation”? 


After returning from a Victorious Life Conference I 
was asked to take the service of two different churches 
and give a report of the conference. Neither of the two 
churches was acquainted with the Victorious Life truths, 
and very few believe in either its possibilitiés or its 
probabilities. Philippians 2:12 has been used to refute 
the life of victory, and I wish you could give this verse 
its context setting —A Michigan Reader. 


“Work out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling,” writes the inspired apostle in the passage men- 
tioned. But he does not stop there. There-is only a 
semicolon after the word “trembling,” and immedi- 
ately he goes on to give an explanation, without 
which the injunction would be either meaningless or 
hopeless: “for it is God who worketh in you both to 
will and to work, for his good pleasure.” Philippians 
2:12 and 13 must alwavs be taken together; they are 
inseparable parts of the single injunction. 

Notice that we are not told, “Work for your own 
salvation with fear and trembling.” Only One in all 
the universe could ever work for our salvation, and 
that one was Christ himself. He finished the work 
of. our redemption, and he asks us simply to believe 
on him for this. God declares, “To him that worketh 
not, but believeth on. him that justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is reckoned for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). 
“For by grace have ye been saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of 
works, that no man should glory” (Eph. 2:8, 9). 

The new life that the believer réceives when he 
accepts Jesus as Saviour is God’s own life, Christ 
himself dwelling within the believer. Then the born- 
again one is energized by God. But he still has 
within him the old nature, the sinful, carnal: nature, 
which can sin at any time if. the believer does not, 
moment by moment, trust Christ: to keep him from 
sinning. We have, in a very real, actual way, been 
crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20), and this: was -in 
order “that the body of sin might be done away, that 
so we should no longer be in bondage to sin” (Rom. 
6:6). That word “done away” means “rendered in- 
operative,” or “put out of employment,” for the sinful 
nature is still present. Having thus died with Christ 
unto sin, we are to reckon ourselves to be ‘dead unto 
sin, by Simple faith in God’s Word and Christ’s suffi- 
ciency (Rom. 6:11). And so the Victorious Life is 
simply a walking moment by moment in faith in the 
sufficiency of Christ to keep us from sinning: 
cannot work for this; we must believe for this. “As 
therefore ye received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 
in him” (Col. 2:6), gives us the secret. We received 
him by faith; we must walk in him by faith. 

And, because it is a walk of faith, moment by mo- 
ment looking away unto Jesus (Heb. 12:2), we are 
to be in “fear and trembling,” knowing that Satan is 
seeking to cause us to doubt our Lord, and that temp- 
tations of every sort will be hurled against us to 
cause us to take our eyes off our all-sufficient 
Saviour. As James H. McConkey has written in 
“The God Planned Life”: “Trembling — lest the god 
of this world blind you to the vision of service 
which God is ever holding before you. Trembling — 
lest the low. standard of life in fellow-Christians 
about you lead. you to drop yours to a like groveling 
level. Trembling — lest some little. circle in the dark 
ends of the earth should fail of the giving, the pray- 
ing, or the going which God has long since planned 
for you. Trembling—lest the voices of worldly 
pleasure and ambition dull and deafen your ears to 
the one voice which is ever whispering — ‘Follow 
thou Me: follow thou Me.” 

Yet this “fear and trembling” are not to be of a 
weakening sort; they are to be simply a recognition 
of our own impotence, while at the sime time we 
recognize and rejoice in our Lord’s omnipotence and 
sufficiency. 

The second half of the injunction gives the secret 





of how, though with fear and trembling, we may work 
out our own salvation, “for it is God who worketh in 
you both to will and to work.” The expression “work 
out” has the sense of “out-work,” or “express.” Our 
salvation has been given to us outright, as a gift from 
God in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Now that we have 
it, we are to express it. And God, who works in us 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure, will 
see that our salvation is expressed in all the victori- 
ous energy or dynamic of Christ himself dwelling 
within us. This is victory. 


yA 
A Call to the Little Jetts 


Last evening I took The Sunday School Times up, 
not to read it, for I was not ready, but to turn 
through its pages to see what there was in it this 
week for the reader. 

After turning it through I laid it on the table— 
but my thoughts still clung to it. There seemed 
something different about it, something gone. I 
immediately picked the paper up again and re- 
turned the pages over. In a moment it dawned 
upoh- me, as-I exclaimed to my sister, “The Little 
Jetts are gone!” : 

They were certainly a very cheery little bunch of 
‘folk with a real message from God unto thogs¢ who 
had eyes to see and ears to hear. 

I used them, as opportunity came, to interest the 
children. For those who are taught in the Word 
and are really interested, the reference only under- 
neath each picture is an interesting call to search 
.the Scriptures and verify the Truth which the pic- 
tures. set forth. To. those who are unacquainted 


with the -Word the reference, together with the: 


verse of Scripture underneath, would make the pic- 
ture more spiritually attractive. I mean, the pic- 
tured Truth would with the verse serve as the 
magnet to draw them to the Bible in search of other 
similarly interesting facts, yet unknown, in the 
“Wonder Book.” 

I am not going to say “Good-bye” to the Little 
_Jetts yet. I hope they will get well rested on their 
vacation, and be used elsewhere in delivering a 
very real message, while the “Times Folk” are busy 
with the Topical Studies. I think they will be ex- 
ceedingly interesting and fruitful, if they are 
studied and received as a living, divine message 
rather than just a subject to be taken up, gone 
through, and passed over like a language lesson. 
So I will rejoice in what is ahead for us through 
the “Times Folk” and be glad to greet the faces of 
those little black Jetts when they shall again appear 
with renewed courage to fight the battles of the 
Lord through the Times column.—A Vermont 
Reader. 


And the Little Jetts are coming back. You remem- 
ber The Sunday School Times asked its readers to say 
whether they found the Little Jetts valuable, and how 
they used them. There was a landslide of letters in 
response! From every part of North America, and 
from‘ other parts of the world, the letters poured in, 
of disappointment and regret that the Little Jetts 
were intermitting their ministry at all, and in urgent, 
pleading entreaty for their return. The uses. to 
which they have been put are wonderfully interest- 
ing and suggestive. : 

Therefore it will pay all who are interested in the 
Little Jetts to watch each issue of The Sunday School 
Times for the next few weeks, and*to read some of 
these refreshing letters from the Times Family, as 
they will. be published (not in this Notes on Open 
Letters Department but elsewhere in the paper) 
from week'to week. The Little Jetts themselves are 
scheduled to make their reappearance with the. first 
lesson of the Fourth Quarter, that of October 5, in 
The Sunday School Times of September 20. 
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Lesson for September 7 Matt. 6: 10; 13 : 31-33, 
44-50; 18: 2, 3; Luke 17 : 20, 21; 2 Cof. 10 : 3-5 
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Japanese Persecution of Korean Christians 


The flames of burning churches in the Far East 
from the Times’ Missionary Watch Tower 








the Christian Church is suffering hardship 
as it has not done for fifty years in Korea. 

This is a statement of Mr. Gerald Bonwick, Sec- 
retary of the Tract Society of Korea, in a letter to 
a friend in England, dated May 1. é 

Many heartrending accounts from reliable sources 
have been recently coming to America telling of 
persecutions of Christians in Korea by the Japanese 
soldiery. These persecutions appear to have grown 
out of the desire of ‘the Koreans for independence, 
after their country was annexed by Japam with- 
out war or grievance of any kind and without their 
consent. It is stated in the Missionary Review of the 
World that the army and navy of Japan exert auto- 
cratic control, and that the evils from which the 
Koreans are suffering cannot be laid at the door of 
the Japanese people or even of the Japanese Diet. 
The Koreans have issued a Declaration of Indepen- 
dence which is couched in firm but courteous lan- 
guage. : 

“It may not be advisable or possible,” says the 
Missionary Review, “to yield to the wish of the 
Koreans at this time, since they are still a weak and 
untrained child race. But there is reason to de- 
mand that they and their land shall not be exploited 
by the Japanese, and that they shall not be unjustly 
treated by their rulers,” and then the Review gives 
the following five as the most important demands 
the Koreans are making upon Japan: 

1."Due consideration of racial distinction between the 
Koreans and Japanese. There should not be the policy 
of absorption. 

2. The privilege of Korean language study in the schools. 
This is now prohibited. a 

3. Freedom of. speech, of the press, of public meetings 
and of travel. While Japanese and foreigners enjoy these, 
the Koreans are denied them. 

4. Opportunity to promote social purity. The Japanese 
have forced prostitution as an insfitution upon the Koreans. 
The people have no means of self-protection against the 
taking of certain districts of their towns and cities for 
brothels, and of their women and girls for immoral pur- 
poses. 

s. The removal of discrimination against Koreans in 
Japanese courts of justice. At present no Korean has 
an equal chance with a Japanese before the courts. 


Wii ARE passing through deep waters, and 


Mr. Bonwick. goes on to say in his letter: 

“The authorities are evidently conducting a 
strenuous campaign against Christianity, just as 
was done in the time of the early Church, when 
the Christians were blamed for all mishaps. A 
considerable number of churches, including some 
of the largest in the country, holding 2,000 and 3,000 
people, have been burned by the soldiery; many 
thousands are in prison, among whom are the 
majority of the native pastors, and nobody knows 
how many hundreds have been killed. 

“A number of villages in different parts of the 
country have been burned by the soldiers, the in- 
habitants who. were not captured and imprisoned 
fleeing to the hills... . We are rapidly approaching 
the condition of Armenia and Poland. This is the 
most serious Christian persecution of recent times.” 


The letter of Mr. Bonwick was sent to the Editor 
by Mr. T. B. Bishop, of Sidcup, Kent, England, Sec- 
retary of the Scripture Union, which has 20,000 mem- 
bers in Korea, with a special request that The - 
day School Times ask its readers to pray for the 
comfort of the Korean Christians in the afflictions 
they are suffering, and for their deliverance out of 
them. With this request the Times gladly complies. 


When Blind Algerians Dreamed 


_—— Algiers Mission Band Journal for the sum- 
mer of 1918 is now going its welcome rounds among 
friends in. America who have the privilege of pray- 
ing for the work on that field. .The journal is sent 
out annually as a round robin. It appears in mime- 
egraphed form, and not the least interesting of the 
mimeographed pages are the illustrations. -One of 
these depicts a blind girl releasing hold upon the 
graceful pillar of an Oriental portico to seize hold 
with both arms of another pillar of the same portico. 
Across the page is the illustration of a blind young 
man, feeling his way with a staff and leading a crowd 
of children. These illustrations are entitled, “Two 
Visions of the Night That Brought God’s Message.” 
These two pictures illustrate two dreams of Algerians 
among whom Lilias Trotter, J. H. Smeeton, and others 
of this Mission are working. We of the Occident 
cannot realize how much store the Oriental sets by 
a vision. 

The first vision is that of Blind Fatima, in which 


she found herself holding to a pillar, and a man came 
and told her to take hold of another pillar. She did 
so without letting go of the first. The man said, 
“You must leave that pillar and hold to the one only.” 
Then Ali told Fatima that the meaning was that 
she was going to become a Christian, and leave the 
pillar of Mohammed for that of Christ. As a re- 
sult Fatima “welcomed the interpretation .of the 
dream, and listened wistfully and understandingly to 
the story of the death of Christ.” 

In Blind Aissa’s dream, as he saw himself leading 
a crowd of white-robed boys, some one said to him, 
“For whom do you work?” And he replied, “We 
are servants of Jesus Christ.” The vision seems to 
have made a great impression on him and to have 
helped him to hold on. But blind Aissa is not yet, 
it seems, fully satisfied. Satan seems to be attack- 
ing him. A postscript in the Journal dated March, 
1919, asks special prayer for him because “he is just 
now in such a storm of temptation through the 
wickedness of Algiers surroundings.” Will you —_ 
him win the fight, and pray for this mission work 


China Burning Opium 


P yeie January, says China’s Millions, “the 
Chinese government burned the entire remain- 
ing stock of Indian opium which it had bought. 
Every case of opium was opened and examined by 
experts, in the presence of many Chinese and for- 
eign witnesses, then taken from Shanghai by spe- 
cial launches under guard to the other side of the 
river, where four furnaces had been erected for 
the burning. 

“The erection of these furnaces alone cost $9,000, 
and altogether over twenty million dollars’ worth of 
cpium was burned in them. 

“It certainly was a costly fire and a tremendous 
sacrifice. We hope and pray the government may have 











On the Missionary Firing Line 


A New Seéretary for Mexico of the American Bible Soci- 
ety has been appointed. He is the Rev. Arthur H. Mellen, 
of the Episcopal Church. 


Wus...as Growing in the Congo.—Since 1911 five new mis- 
sionary societies have entered Congo, and 33 new stations 
have been opened, with 92 new workers to man them. 
There are now about 40,000 Christians. 


Bolshevists Execute a Bishop.—Bishop Desiderius Bal- 
thazar, president of the Conventus, the highest administra- 
tive body governing the affairs of the Reformed Church in 
Hungary, was executed on May 20 by Bolshevik agents 
in Budapest. 


A John Wanamaker of China is Mr. Ma Ying Piu, man- 
ager of the big “Sincere Department Store” of Canton, who 
has given $50,000 to provide homes for aged preachers and 
evangelists, open to all denominations, though he is a 
Presbyterian. This is the largest gift ever made by a 
Chinese Christian to a Christian cause. 


A $100,000 Publishing Plant will be established at Juiz de 
Fora, Brazil, by the Southern Methodist Church, succeed- 
ing its old house at Sao Paulo. Mr. John Wesley Clay, 
head of this printing plant, is now in this country pur- 
chasing the equipment. His house does the printing for 
the Congregational, Episcopal, and Southern Presbyterian 
Missions of Brazil, as well as its own. 


A Missionary’s Hobby.—When I finished my operation 
I was very tired, for I had done one day’s work as carpen- 
ter, one as doctor, and another as surgeon. But when I 
came home I looked up and saw a beautiful, bright star. 
I got my telescope and found it to be the planet Jupiter, 
so clear that I could see its beautiful equatorial belt and 
four of its moons. And I saw one pass into conjunction. 
I forgot all my troubles and felt really rested. So much 
for hobbies!—-Rev. L. E. Smith, Presbyterian Missionary 
at Rio Benito, Africa. 


Chinese Home Missions!—One of the things stressed by 
the Chinese at the Kuling Conference was the formation 
of a Chinese Home Missionary Society. A very active 
Committee is hard at work on the project, and a deputa- 
tjon of some of the best Chinese and one or two foreigners 
will probably go initio Yunnan this coming year. It seems 
to be almost a movement within the Chinese Church sim- 
ilar to the movement that started at the Williamstown 
“Haystack.”—Rev. E. G. Tewksbury, Presbyterian Sunday- 
school Secretary for China. 

Through the River Gorges, Wu Shang and Yellow Cow, 
of the upper Yangtse, runs a new railroad survey in 
Szechuan Province, China, just completed by an American 
engineer, Richard Wood Randolph. By the co-operative 
financial aid of Great Britain, France, and the United 
States China hopes to complete such a railroad from Can- 
ton on the coast into a province well named “China’s In- 
land Empire,” with a population of 85,000,000, and rich in 
coal, iron, lime, salt, gold, silver, copper, and antimony. 
August “Asia” describes the country and the proposed 
railroad. As Szechuan is next door to Thibet the railroad 
will be a great aid to inland missions. 





grace and help to stamp out the evil as effectually in 
the interior. 

“One interesting thing in this burning was that quite 
a number of our China Inland Mission children 
were allowed to take part in throwing balls of opium 
into the furnaces. The balls weighed about three 
pounds each, and were valued at about $700 each. 
Among others, Mr. Hudson Broomhall’s son threw 
iun 176 balls. The late Benjamin Broomhall, who 
was at one time secretary for the China Inland 
Mission in London, in the later years of his life 
was perhaps the foremost-leader in England against 
the government’s importation of Indian opium into 
China. That his little grandson should have had 
even a playful part in the destruction of the ver 
last of the Indian opium is interestingly significant. 

Dr. Wu Lien-teh said to a representative of the 
North China Daily News that conditions in China are 
not satisfactory. In several provinces, particularly in 
Kirin, Fukien, Yunnan, Kweichow, Shensi, and even 
parts of Chili, within sixty miles of Peking, plenty of 
poppies were noticed last year. 

“In Harbin,” said Dr. Wu, “the stuff is called 
‘dynamite,’ and the haggling of prices and methods 
of-smuggling are openly discussed in the restaurants 
and hotels of that city. 

“Plenty of Japanese are found smuggling the drug. 
Fashionably dressed women travel regularly in first 
class carriages between Harbin and Dairen or Tien- 
tsin with much opium in their baggage. On the 
Chinese lines, inspectors and conductors are em- 
powered to search any suspicious piece of baggage, 
but whatever is found is a mere bagatelle compared 
with the large quantities of opium passed through. 

“Morphine! The fight against this evil will be 
even harder than that against opium, but the two 
should go together. The ravages caused by mor- 
phine injection have been frightful. In Manchuria 
thousands die yearly from this cause, and in the dark 
alleys of. Tientsin, Peking, and Shanghai you are 
seldom wrong if you associate the half-clad, half- 
dead beggars with morphine.” 

‘. S 

Rescuing Armenians in Bible Lands 
QoLomon's temple in Jerusalem was called the 

“nouse of the forest of Lebanon” because it was 
built of the famous cedars of Lebanon sent him by 
the king of Tyre, to whom they belonged. Nearly 
one-half of the total population of 127 villages in 
this historic country are dead. f the remaining 
64,972 residents of these villages 26,181 are in absolute 
need of help. The total number of orphans need- 
~ help is 6,642. 

y the waters of Babylon the captive Jewish exiles 
“sat them down and wept” when Babylonia was a 
great power subjugating all the little. nations of 
western Asia. By the waters of Babylon Armenian 
exiles, whose fate has been more tragic even than 
that of the Israelites of the Captivity, have sat them 
down in a misery too great for tears. 

But their oppressors have been conquered by a 
new Cyrus the Great and modern Ezras have arisen 
to restore them to their distant homes. Refugee 
camps have been established at certain centers along 
the route over which these destitute wanderers tramp 
wearily back towards their northern villages. Here 
they rest a day, are ted and bathed and disinfected, 
and the sick cared for. 

Outside the city of Bagdad, not far from ancient 
Babylon, is a camp where British authorities are 
sheltering in tents, feeding, and medically caring for 
40,000 destitute refugees, while representatives of the 
American Committee for Relief in the Near East 
carry on an industrial relief work, giving employ- 
ment fitted to his capacity to every man physicall 
able to work. Into an orphanage are Y ihieed 700 chil- 
dren uncared for and unclaimed by any one. 

The Mesopotamian campaign will not be truly ended 
until these refugees between the two great rivers 
are repatriated and permanently rehabilitated. 

When the first Assyrian Empire was at the height 
of its magnificence and power there was a monarchy 
rivalling it in splendor in the north among the moun- 
tains of Ararat. This was the kingdom of the Proto- 
Armenians, as Professor Sayce calls them—the fore- 
runners of the present-day Armenians, whose an- 
cestors conquered them, intermarried with them and 
took over their culture as well as their cities: And of 
this monarchy the City of Van, still standing and 
still beautiful, was the capital. 

The Armenians, though persecuted and oppressed 
for centuries, are still a vital, heroic race. Maulti- 
tudes of them are now herded in the streets of Mosul, 
the ancient Nineveh, just across the river from its 
excavated ruins- They are on their way home from 
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exile, though many are dying by the road before 
reaching the goal.of their homesick dreams.—Ar- 
menian and Syrian Relief Bulletin. 


b 4 
The Wild Men of Tap Teang 


I. THE recesses of the mountains at Chong about 
fifteen miles east of Tap Teang, Siam, there live 
in the mountain jungles a folk of negroid features 
with woolly pates, writes Frank L. Snyder, of the 
‘Presbyterian Board. 

They live in the open under the’shade of big for- 
est trees and wear no clothing. 

At night they keep fires burning to guard them- 
selves from tigers and other prowling creatures. For 
food they dig up roots and gather wild plants and 
tender leaves of certain trees and nuts. They also 
shoot monkeys, birds and other creatures with poi- 
soned arrows blown through long reed blowpipes 
which they handle with great skill. They easily bring 
down monkeys in this way from the tops of lofty 
trees. They do not cultivate gardens or fields. 

When they go on a hunting expedition they dig 
a hole in the ground and leave in these holes their 
smaller children and babes, covering the mouth of 
‘the hole with branches. The youngsters are quite 
safe, as the wild creatures fear what looks like a 
baited trap and give the hole a wide berth. 

A few of the folk have learned to speak Siamese 
and wear clothing and occasionally visit Siamese vil- 
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lages on begging expeditions. One day they visited 
our mission just at the close ef a prayer meeting 
when tea was being served. The last cup was passed 
to them and more sent for. As they observed our 
people seated on the ground in groups sipping their 
tea, they formed a circle likewise. In the center there 
was a single cup of tea and one spoon, then taking 
turns, by spoonfuls they drained the cup. 

Our people got out a gramophone. They seemed 
to comprehend the music played, but when a Siamese 
theatrical group got busy it was too much for them. 
They saan not figure out how so many people could 
get into so small a box. They walked around peep- 
ing above and under, and feeling the air for explana- 
tion of the mystery, and shook their heads in amaze- 
ment, 

We asked their names, they answered the equivalent 
in Siamese; one woman they called Narok (Hades), 
explaining she was a terror when her temper was up. 
We asked if they worshiped Buddha. They replied, 
“No.” “What religion have you?” They pointed to 
the sky and replied, “We worship the Big Person up 
there.” We learned also that they feared evil spirits. 

We gave them some old shoes and old clothes. They 
got thoroughly mixed up over the clothes, the men 
garbing themselves in the dresses and the women 
trying to put on the trousers and jackets. There 
were just half enough shoes to go around, so they 
shared equally and went away happy and contented 
“one shoe off and one shoe on.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Does the Millennium 





Wherein the first important postmillennial book in 50 years misses the mark 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Come Before Christ? 








“The hope of the Lord’s Return has been a living hope to me for these thirty years,” 
said Prebendary Webster last January when voicing a vote of thanks to the Bishop 
of Durham, the Right Rev. Handley C, G. Moule, D.D., who had just delivered his 
masterly address, ‘‘ The Hope of the Near Approach of the Lord’s Return: and Its 
Influence Upon Life’ (Chas. J. Thynne, Whitefriars Street, London, E. C. 4., 4d). 
«* When you hear people talk lightly,’”’ continued Prebendary Webster, “as they do, 
about St. Paul’s eschatology being altogether at fault, and that sort of thing, it is sure 
to follow before long that St. Paul’s theology is at fault also. ... But the man who has 
the ‘ Blessed Hope’. . . is usually rooted and grounded in the Christian faith.’ 


between Bible students in regard to the Com- 

ing of the Lord. It is the question whether 
that event will occur before or after that period of 
peace to which all Christians are looking forward as 
they think of “the good time coming,” and which is 
thought by many to be referred to in Revelation 20: 
1-7.. The question as to whether the Lord will come 
before (pre-) or after (post-) this event (the Mil- 
lennium) has been raised afresh during the last four 
years by reason of the events of the war, together 
with the interest aroused by the publication of a 
number of books and articles. For about half a cen- 
tury no book of importance has appeared on the 
postmillenniat’ side, until quite recently Dr. J. H. 
Snowden, of Pittsburgh, has written one entitled 
“The Coming of the Lord; Will it be Pre-Millen- 
nial?” (Macmillan Co., New York, $1.75, postpaid). 
This then presents the latest word, and presumably 
the best that can be said on the subject*from the post- 
millennial standpoint. 

It is interesting to notice the frank admission by 
“¥f. Snowden that both interpretations are possible 
because it is fully recognized that premillennialists 
may hold their view and yet be true to Christ and 
the Bible. This is all to the good, and to the same 
effect it can be frankly and fully recognized that the 
main body of postmillennialists are equally true to 
the “old, old story,” and to the Bible as the super- 
natural record of it. But Dr. Snowden thinks that 
the terms premillennial and postmillennial are mis- 
leading because they depend upon the word “millen- 
nium,” which is connected with the highly disputed 
passage referred to in the preceding paragraph, and 
he, therefore, puts the vital point of difference be- 
tween the two theories in this way: 

“Postmillenarianism holds that the world will be 
converted to Christianity before Christ comes in 
His final advent, and premillenarianism reverses this 
order and teaches that Christ must come before the 
world is converted. In the one case the conversion 
of the world causes or prepares the way for the com- 
ing of Christ, and in the other way the coming of 
Christ causes the. conversion of the world.” 

It is useful to have the issues so plainly stated, 
whether people call themselves premillennialists or 
postmillennialists, for, as Dr. Snowden rightly says, 
scholars “will nearly always be found on the one or 
other side of this main point.” 

But there is one element in Dr. Snowden’s book 
that puzzles from the very start, and, it must be 
confessed, this tends to discount a great deal of his 
discussion. In the preface he mentions with warm 


T tetves is one vital and fundamental difference 


approval. Driver’s book on the Old Testament .and 
Moffatt’s on the New, and speaks of “fhe con- 
clusions of such thorough and impartial critical 
scholars.” - Yet it is well known that to Driver more 
than to any one else is due the almost universal ac- 
ceptance of the Higher Critical view of the Old 
Testament in English-speaking seats of learning and 
among English-speaking ministers during the last 
twenty-five years. And Moffatt! is decidedly “free” 
in his treatment of the New Testament, while his 
translation, lately given to the world, though .pos- 
sessing much freshness and suggestiveness of ‘ren- 
dering, is marked by a decided critical attitude, in- 
cluding preference for one text which plainly speaks 
of Toseph as “the father of Jesus.” 

ac is disturbing, to say the least of it, to find these 
two books so warmly approved of in the opening 
lines of the preface. More than this, there are other 
writers.of the critical school which come in for Dr. 
Snowden’s similar approval and praise. The names 
af at least nine of these scholars could be given to 
prove this contention, ‘and yet some of them have 
given utterance to views about Christ which are 
plainly Unitarian, while others, though orthodox in 
this -particular respect, take a distinctly critical and 
even rationalistic view of the Bible. These names 
include men like Drs. Shailer Matthews, McGiffert, 
Case, and Peabody. The last-named is known as a 
Unitarian, and yet he is described by Dr. Snowden 
as “a thorough scholar and unprejudiced interpreter” 
(p. 69). A Jewish writer is also used more than once 
as an authority, though it is well-known that he be- 
longs to the “Reformed,” not the Orthodox, sec- 
tion. 

It is.not encouraging to those who stand on the 
“old paths” to observe all this approval of critical 
writers. -It suggests at least the possibility that post- 
millenarianism and Higher Criticism often go to- 


gether, while it would be decidedly interesting to 


know of an instance of a Higher Critic being a pre- 
millennialist. 

Not least of importance in this connection is Dr. 
Snowden’s plain acceptance of the critical view of 
Daniel as Maccabaean (p. 44) and of his description 
of the books of Daniel and Revelation as “only two 
out of a large body of this kind of literature” (p. 32), 





1Sir William M. Ramsay, the peer in scholarship of Pro- 
fessor Moffatt, severely criticises the latter’s “Introduc- 
tion to the Literature of the New Testament.” This criti- 
cism, entitled “The First Christian Century,” is referred 
to in the leading editorial, “Teacher-Training and the 
aa Criticism,” in the last issue of The Sunday School 
imes. 
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which seems to ignore any divine authority or in- 
spiration of Daniel and Revelation. Very different 
in this respect is the recent testimony of the Bishop 
of Durham (Dr. Moule), who believes in the authen- 
ticity of Daniel and who rejects quite plainly the 
thought that it is “only a hortatory rhapsody, given 
to cheer sufferers under Antiochus Epiphanes. 

Dr. Snowden considers a very strong point what 
he contends is the deliberate and intentional ignor- 
ing by premillennial scholars and teachers, like Dr. 
A. T. Pierson, and others, of our Lord’s words in 
Matthew 28: 18-20, giving the Great Commission, “Go 
ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations,” 
etc. He says the premillennialists are afraid of this 
passage because it is said to be against their view. 
It may be questioned, however, whether the men 
he mentions were likely to avoid or evade so prom- 
inent a-text. Dr. Pierson was not the man to ignore 
this message of Christ, because he regarded it as in 
thorough harmony with premillennialism, and gave 
reasons for missionary work based on this premil- 
lennial view. Dr. Snowden maintains that the literal 
rendering of the Greek would indicate that the com- 
mission appears to embrace whole nations rather 
than individuals from among them. 

Now if this is the correct view, it is certainly singu- 
lar that the work has never been attempted, still less 
accomplished, in all the ages of the Church’s history. 
And so the question is at once raised whether this 
phrase defines others less precise and lays down the 
scope of the work as national or universal conversion, 
or whether the text cannot be isolated but must be 
looked at in the light of other passages which clearly 
contemplate only evangelistic proclamation. 

Dr. Snowden’s view is correct, then even the 
Apostles did not make all the people to whom they 
preached so much even as professed disciples (Acts 14: 
27), and if. this, the only satisfactory interpretation 
of the Matthew passage, is correct, then without 
hesitation it can be said that the work has been done 
by. none more thoroughly than by premillennialists. 

If, however, Dr. Snowden’s view is correct then 
we are face to face with the solemn and awful fact 
that Christianity to-day is not even nominally pro- 


-fessed by two-thirds of the human race, and it fol- 


lows that eight hundred million, something like half 
of the population of the world at the beginning of 
this twentieth century, have not had sufficient oppor- 
tunity. of hearing the message of salvation. And 


“according to present provision there is no hope that 


the present generation of heathen, eight hundred mil- 
lions, will ever hear the Gospel. 

This,. and other facts, should have prevented Dr. 
Snowden from making such a sweeping assertion 
in regard to the premillennial use of the Great Com- 
mission. It may be added that premillennialists might 
just as reasonably ask how, on the postmillerinial view, 
such a passage as Luke 18:8 is to be understood, 
“When the Son of man cometh shall He find faith 
on the earth?” for certainly this does not look like 
the world being converted before Christ comes. 

Dr. Snowden naturally pays a great deal of atten- 
tion to Revelation 20: 1-7 because, as he says, it is 
the only Scripture where the time of “a thousand 
years” is mentioned. But though the exact duration 
is found only here, the fact of the time which we 
call the “Millennium” is found in many other passages, 
like Isaiah 2, 9, 11, 35, 65, 66; Psalm 72, etc. So 
that the mere reference to duration is virtually noth- 
ing; the main point is to account for the glowing 
descriptions of a period of righteousness and peace 
which have not yet been realized and seem impos- 
sible of realization in this Gospel age. 

Another prominent feature of the book is the way 
in which the Kingdom of God and the Church are 
virtually identified, as though a spiritual fulfilment 
of the Kingdom is the only one. Dr. Snowden seems 
to find it impossible to believe that there can be any- 
thing material connected with the Kingdom, though 
when the Apostle Paul speaks of “a spiritual body” 
oe evidently implies that the two are not incompat- 
ible. 

There are other passages which show beyond all 
question that the Kingdom is not only inward but also 
outward. One curious point in this connection is the 
way in which Dr. Snowden associates secular agencies 
with the Gospel for the fulfilment of God’s purposes. 
He speaks of this as a “providential use” and actually 
maintains that “the sword has a place in the business 
of building the Kingdom of God in the world” (p. 
92). .He quotes ,in support of this view our Lord’s 
reference to buying a sword (Luke 22:36), and to 
His having come “not to send peace but a sword” 
(Matt. 10:34). Still more surprising is the quota- 
tion. “My sword shall be bathed in heaven” (Isa. 


34:5). ' 

Dr. Snowden -is convinced that the world is not 
growing worse but better, and in support of this he 
adduces the material, intellectual, social, and ethical 
features of the present day in contrast with those 
of past ages, and he is bold enough to speak of the 
Hague Tribunal as “a bud that will yet burst into a 
glorious flower.” 

But the question is as to what is to be understood 
by the term “world,” and what St. Paul meant when 
he spoke of “this present evil age.” As a _ recent 
writer has pointed out, the various elements of ,prog- 
ress are not necessarily productive of moral advan- 
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tage, since research does not always produce religion, 
or commerce Christlikeness. There is no vital “good- 
ness” in these things; the moral quality is in those 
who use them. To quote a well-known Dutch the- 
ologian, Bavinck, “Jesus nowhere predicts a glorious 
future before the end of the world,” and Dr. Kuy- 
per similarly remarks that “nowhere are we offered 
the slightest ground for expecting that conditions on 
this earth move towards a higher state of happiness.” 
In this connction it is curious and perhaps signif- 
icant that Dr. Snowden uses the term “world” when 
the New. Testament speaks of “age,” a very different 
conception. We are not now, as premillennialists, 
looking forward to the end of the world, but to the 
end of the age, and it is this that our Lord men- 
tioned in the parable of the tares, “the harvest is the 
end of the world” (Matt. 13:39), and in the Great 
Commission, “I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world” (Matt. 28: 20). Bishop Moule makes 
this perfectly clear in his recent address, and says 
that the words mean “consummation of the age,” with- 
out any necessary thought of “cosmic convulsion.” 
Dr. Snowden is particularly emphatic about the 
absence of scholarship from the premillennial posi- 
tion, and he says that out of two hundred and thirty- 
six members of the faculties of theological semi- 
naries to which he applied for information, only 
eight are premillenarians. This is doubtless true, and 
there is something else that Dr. Snowden would find 
equally true, for very similar figures, or certainly 
impressive figures, could be obtained by the inquiry 
as to how many of the members of these faculties 
hold the Higher Critical view of the Old Testament. 
Like other writers, Dr. Snowden speaks of “modern 
Biblical scholarship” and the “scientific spirit and 
method” just as though there was nothing scholarly 
or scientific about the conservative position on the 
Bible. The real question is whether any supernatural 


intervention can be allowed, and, if so, how this is . 


to be harmonized with what Higher Critical scholar- 
ship calls the “historical method” and “scientific 
spirit.” When Dr. Snowden can disprove the truly 
historical and scientific scholarship of men like Dr. 
Orr and Dr. W. J. Beecher it will'be time to give 
careful consideration to his contentions. 

It would seem that to Dr. Snowden the premillen- 
nial view is so baseless as to. be unworthy of any 
notice, and yet many of the ablest and strongest men 
in the whole history of the Church have adopted it. 

Toronto, CANADA. 

te 


A Chaplain’s Message 


Jj. Oliver B ll, Jr., Ch in the 140th Infantry, wrote 
from. France some months ago, while there with the Ameri- 
can Expeditionary Force, the following interesting letter to 
The Sunday School Times, accompanied by the verses below, 
entitled “ Building,’’ which were written on New Year's Eve, 
as he was praying over his work in the regiment. The Sunday 
School Times counts it a privilege to publish the letter and 
manuscript: (Since writing, Chaplain Buswell has returned 
from France, and his American address is 3130 Third Avenue, 
7 South, Minneapolis, Minn.) 


Or: of the greatest joys of getting mail in 





France is receiving my copies of The Sunday 

School Times. I have received and read it in 
many strange places, billets, barracks, and pup tents, 
and have never failed to find strength and encour- 
agement in the buoyant message of victory which it 
brings. Never a word of any copy has been wasted. 
We have always been very short of reading mate- 
rial, and the men are eager for every copy of my 
double subscription. 

I have no reference books or concordances here 
in France. The few invaluable books which I had, 
together with all my equipment, were lost during 
my absence from my organization. (I was wounded 
in the Argonne drive the last of last September, and 
have recently returned from the hospital.) The 
only books I have are my pocket Testament, and my 
small Bible and Greek Testament which I carried in 
my pack when we went over the top in the drive. 

I submit the enclosed verse to your approval for 


publication. In trying to plan for the religious, edu- - 


cational, and entertainment program in my organ- 
ization, I have been profoundly impressed with the 
necessity of building nothing until I have asked the 
Master Carpenter for his plans. 


BUILDING 
I builded my house in beauty, methought, 
And furnitured all within 


With the pride of my soul in my handiwork; 
Then bade my Lord come in. 


How quick he came to my threshold then, 
My Lord, in sad surprise! 

The Carpenter, Builder, Architect, 
With wonder in his eyes! 


** But here is the plan for your house,” he said, 
“Tenfold more wondrous fair! 
But not to be builded by your hands alone, 
With mixing of mortar and hewing of stone. 
Give me your plans; rebuild with my own. 
Your labors I must share.” 


w 


_ Method books you need in Sunday-school work are 
listed in The Sunday School Times’ book catalog. 
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A Real Knight and His Armor 
By Mrs. Grace K. Swanger 


ah my is a dandy book,” remarked Howard, who 
was reading “King Arthur and his Knights.” 
“I'll bet if our soldiers had had his good sword, 
Excalibur, they’d have killed the old Kaiser.” 

“Look at this knight, Mother,” he said, bringing the 
book to his mother’s knee and showing her a picture 
of a knight ‘ready for battle. 

“Tell me about it, son. What’s he so dressed up 
for?” 

“Why, he’s going to fight. See his helmet on his 
head, and all his body covered with armor, and see 
the bright shield and sword. He is one of King 
Arthur’s knights going out to fight the king’s enemy, 
and he’s all covered with armor so he won't get killed 
so easy,” said Howard. 

“Oh,” said Mother, then wishing to draw the boys 
out, asked, “Why didn’t he leave off his helmet? I 
should think he could fight better without that heavy 
thing, and he could see better, too.” 

“Why, Mother,” said Robbie, interrupting. “He 
didn’t dare leave that off. The enemy would try to 
cut his head off the first thing. The helmet was 
very important.” F 

“Yes,” continued Howard, “he had to put on all his 
armor. If he left any piece off, the other knight he 
fought would give him a jab with his sword right 
in, that place.” . 

“T see,” answered Mother, “to leave off any piece 
of his armor, would mean a weak place where his 
enemy could get at him.” 

“Look at Sir Galahad,” said Howard, turning to 
another picture. “He was the best knight of all. 
I wish I could have been a knight.” 

“T don’t,” said Robbie. “I’d rather be a soldier 
and fight for Uncle Sam,” 

“That’s easy, you can be knights and soldiers to-day, 
and fight the enemy just as they did,” Mother replied. 

“No, you can’t; there ain’t any enemy,” said 
Howard. 

“Oh, yes there is. Get your Bibles and read 1 
Peter 5:8 for me.” 

The boys were getting so they could find the Bible 
books quite readily, and soon were reading, “Be sober, 
be watchful, because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour.” 

“You have a worse enemy than any King Arthur’s 
knights were fighting,” said Mother. “Satan is fight- 
ing against your souls, and in the fight with him 
there is danger of soul-defeat,— and that means sin. 
And this battle with Satan, the great enemy, lasts our 
whole life. You can be Christian knights, and Chris- 
tian soldiers.” 

“Yes, I know that, but that isn’t what I mean. 
I mean I’d like to wear armor, and carry a sword 
and be a real knight,” said Howard. 

“Did you think God would put his children, his 
soldiers, in the world to fight the greatest enemy of 
all, and not give them the best of armor? Turn to 
Ephesians 6:11, let us read it.” 

“Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” 

“I never knew that verse was in the Bible,” said 
Howard. 

“I did,” added Robbie, “but it never meant any- 
thing to me before. Now I can see some sense to 
it. I bet Paul had seen knights dressed in armor.” 

They read on, “For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against: spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

“My, we’ve got a bunch to fight,” said both boys. 
“What does it mean about not fighting against flesh 
and blood?” 

“It means our real fight is against the devil and 
demons which we cannot see with our naked eyes. 
An unseen enemy is the worst kind of a foe. It also 
means that Satan fights against our praying and giv- 
ing testimony for the Lord Jesus.” 

“Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand.” 

“I wonder why in these verses Paul tells us twice 
to put on the whole armor?” 

“So we'd be covered all over when the old devil 
tried to find a weak place,” said Robbie. “I can un- 
derstand that verse easy now after reading the King 
Arthur book.’ 

“Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness.” 

“T see that,” interrupted Howard. “The knights of 
King Arthur had breastplates made of fine steek 
rings -woven together to keep their hearts and lungs 
and backs safe from the sword; and God’s covering 
is righteousness, and —” 


“Oh, Mother,” cried Robbie, “you know that verse 


you had us learn about ‘he hath clothed me with the 
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robe of righteousness’ that’s what that means; Jesus 
is our covering. Doesn’t that explain it good?” 

Mother read on. 

“And~your feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace; above all taking the shield of faith, 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked.” 

“That’s just like the big shield one of King Arthur’s 
knights wore when he went to fight the fiery griffin 
in a cave. He put his shield right in front of him 
so that when the griffin blew out fire and smoke it 
wouldn’t hurt him,” explained Howard. 

“Pooh, this is more exciting than that fairy tale, 
this is a real fight, and we are in it,” said Robbie. 

“Yes, but how can we get God’s shield of faith?” 
asked Howard. 

“Faith is just simply believing God’s Word and 
acting upon it,” said Mother. “Now all read the next 
verse,” 

“And take the helmet of salvation.” 

“I wonder,” said Mother, “who can tell the mean- 
ing of that?” 

“I saw a helmet,” interrupted Howard, “that Tony 
Hanson took from a German. It’s a big iron hat to 
protect your head.” 

“Yes, but I wonder what the helmet of salvation 
is?” said Mother. 

“Why, it’s believing on Jesus and being saved, I 
think,” said Robbie. “You have to be saved first be- 
fore the rest of God’s armor does you any good.” 

“Very true, that’s a good point. What is the firg# 
thing a young man does who wants to be a soldier?” 

“Enlists,” shouted the boys. 

“Well, that’s just the point you made, Robbie; the 
helmet of salvation is being saved, enlisting as God’s 
soldier.” 

“Christ is the helmet, then,” said Howard, “for 
it is believing on Him that saves us.” 

Mother finished reading the verse. “Take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God.” 

“There, Robbie, you wanted to be a soldier, and 
a soldier has to have bullets. There is your am- 
munition. And Howard, you wanted to be a knight, 
so there is your good sword, Excalibur.” 

“I don’t see any meaning to that. How can the 
Word of God be bullets and swords?” said the boys. 

“Let us see if we can find out. In the first place, 
where does a soldier carry his bullets, and where 
do the knights carry their swords?” 

“He takes his sword in his hand or has it fastened 
right to him where he can get it quick,” answered 
the would-be knight. 

“A soldier has his gun loaded and carries extra 
loads in a belt fastened around his waist,” said Robbie. 
* “What do they do that for? I should think an 
extra weight would be hard to carry,” questioned 
Mother. 


“Why, they couldn’t run back for more loads, — 


they’ve got to be ready. When General Pershing 
sent our boys ‘over the top’ they had a belt jammed 
full of extra. loads, and their pockets full of hand 
grenades besides,” said Robbie, much surprised at 
Mother’s ignorance. 

“Exactly. Now look how wonderfully the Bible 
has told us that our sword is the Word of God. 
Where do we find God’s Word?” 

“In our Bibles,” came the ready reply. 

“Would we have to carry our Bibles and stop dur- 
ing a battle to see what it said?” 

“I never thought of that,” said Robbie. “We'd 
have to learn all the verses we could by heart. If 
we didn’t know what God said the devil would de- 
feat us.” , 

“That is just the reason we've been learning a 
verse every day. I want you to loaded up with 
ammunition,” laughed Mother. 

“There is one thing more I want you to see about 
this. I want you to see that the armor of God is a 
Person. Our first verse said, ‘To have our loins 
girt about with truth.’ Read John 14:6 and see 
what it says.” 

Robbie found it first and read, “Jesus saith unto 
him, I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 

Mother took a pencil and wrote in large letters, 
“Jesus Is Our Truth.” 

“Now for the breastplate of righteousness. Find 
1 Corinthians 1: 30.” 

They read, “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, 
who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and sanctification, and redemption.” Mother 
again wrote, “Jesus Is Our Righteousness.” 

“The shield of faith is believing God’s Word, and 
the helmet was salvation and as Jesus’ blood saves 
us we will write, “Jesus Is Our Helmet,” said Mother, 
“also ‘Jesus’s Word is Our Sword.’” 

“Paul warns us twice in these verses to put on the 
whole armor, and we see that each piece is the Lord 


Jesus. Let me read one more verse, ‘But put ye on’ 


the Lord Jesus Christ.’ So the armor is all Christ.” 
“T never knew the Bible was so nice before,” said 
Howard. “I couldn’t see any use learning so many 
verses, but now [ll like it, ’ll know why.” 
“So will I,” said Robbie. “I want lots of loads.” 
“We'll start to-night with Ephesians 6:11, and 
learn the armor verses first,” said Mother. 


garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the my ANN Arsor, MacnH: 
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LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 7. THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
Matthew 6: 10; 13 : 31-33, 44-50; 18: 2, 3; Luke 17 : 20, 21; 2 Corinthians 10 : 3-5 
Golden Text.—Seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness.—Matthew 6 : 33 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

N IMPRESSIVE evidence that the war was 
Av: was seen last spring in prominent news- 

paper advertisements headed “War Department 
Sale of Army Camps.” The announcement gave a 
list of the army camps in various parts of the country 
that were offered for sale, showed just how the bids 
were to be made, and itemized the valuable accessories 
of the camps that would be included in the sale. . It 
was good evidence that peace had come. 

It makes one realize what a tremendous “sale of 
army camps”—-or, if not a sale, an abandonment — 
will occur all over the world when the Prince of 
Peace comes back to this earth to establish his king- 
dom, the kingdom of heaven on earth which 1s 
pledged to him by the Word of God. Then will be 
fulfilled the prophecy not orly that nations will war 
no more, but that nations will not learn war any 
more: “And he will judge between the nations, and 
will d cide concerning many pore: and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more” (Isa. 2:4). 


Our Background Material 

“In the giving of the parables the terrible prophecy of 
Isaiah 6:9, 10 was beginning to he fulfilled. ‘This style of 
speaking was one kind of judgment upon Israel. It was as 
the raising of the pillar between Israel and the Egyptians, 
only Israel was now put on the dark side of it.’ They had 
wilfully refused the light, and turned a deaf ear to, His 
teaching, and from this time His meaning was purposely 
hidden from them....As they listened to the parables they 
could see the meaning that lay, as it were, on the surface, 
but there was much more than this which the Lord meant 
only for his own.... 

“Those who read the parabies now, even while profes- 
sing to be disciples of the Lord, seem to be divided into 
these two classes. They are not like Scribes and PHfarisees 
in their hatred of him, yet some appear quite satisfied to 
be like them in seeing very little in the parables. They 
admire the beauty of the story, they see the moral mean- 
ing that lies on the surface, but if a deeper meaning is 
suggested, or the parables are shown to bear a prophetic 
interpretation, they at once cry out that it is fanciful. 

“Those who know somethin of the fulness of meaning 
that is to be found in the inspired Word of God will not, 
however, be satisfied with merely seeing the first lessons 
ot the parables, which were plain to all the multitude, but 
will, like the disciples, long to be instructed in all the 
meaning which they contain. If there had been nothing 
beyond what the scribes and Pharisees could understand, 
the disciples would not have needed to be privately taught.” 
(From “The Study of the Parables,” by Ada R. Habershon; 
Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia, $1.50.) 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain pacagrepss in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Seven parables enfolding “the mysteries of the 
kirgflom of heaven” are given in Matthew 13 (see v. 
11;-and note vs. 12-17). To understand them we must 
be clear on the difference between the kingdom of 
God, the kingdom of heaven, the church, and Israel. 
Those who have in their file The Sunday School 
Times of February 9, 1918, will find in Notes on Open 
Letters an illuminating article by Dr. Haldeman an- 
swering the question “What is the Kingdom?” A 
pamphlet that every one should have on this subject 
is a study -by Dr. William H. Bates, of “The Kingdom 
of God, the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Church” 
(Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1721 Spring Gar- 
den Street, 10 cents). Again, the notes on the king- 
dom of heaven and the kingdom of God given in the 
Scofield Reference Bible are most helpful, as found 
in connection with Matthew 3:2 and 6: 33. 

Briefly, the coming kingdom of heaven means the 
Messianic earth-rule of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
David. It is so called because it is the rule of the 
heavens over the earth. In Scripture it goes back 
to Daniel 2: 34-36, 44; 7: 22-27, During this age the 
kingdom of heaven is the sphere of Christian profes- 
sion, and therefore includes both unbelievers who 
profess Christianity, and true believers. The king- 
dom of God is the universal kingdom which includes 
all worlds, and therefore, of course, includes the 
kingdom of heaven. The church, again, is different 
from both the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of 
God, though the church is included in the kingdom of 


.. Goa, and the cht ch will have its reigning place in 


the kingdom of heaven. 

But do not be content with these very condensed 
statements about these great truths; be sure to look 
up some or all of the reference literature mentioned 
above. 


. 


Devotional : Psalm 103. 
Additional ial for Teachers: Mark 4 : 26-28 ; 10 : 23-25; Rom. 
Pa 14:1 Dogg Fv $15; 22: X-10, 22-27; 22: 1-5. 
rimary $ ying 5 
Lecson Materia : Acts 8* 4-8, 26-40; 21 : 8. 9. 
‘ Memory Verse: Thy kingdom come. ‘hy will be done. 
Junior Topi y\ wee Kin 
unior ic : of the e 
Lesson Material : Acts 8; 4-8, be wr 21: 8, 9. 
wo oe tg : Isa, 33 : 22. 
etermedings Tosit: The Growth of the com, 
Additional. Meterial : Same as for Teachers. ¢ 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee tur printing in the lesson helps is 
Matt. 13 : 31-33, 44-50. 

31 Another parable set he before them, saying, The king- 
dom of heaven is like unto a grain of mustard seed, which 
a man took, and sowed in his field: 32 which indeed is 
less than all seeds; but when it is grown, it is greater 
than the herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds 
of the heaven come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid 
in three tmeasures of meal, till it was all leavened... 

44 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a treasure hidden 
in the field; which a man found, and hid; and “in his joy 
v4 osm and selleth all that he hath, and bhuyeth that 

eld. 

4s Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that is a merchant seeking goodly pearls: 46 and having 
found one pearl of gteat price, he went and sold all that 
he had, and bought it. 


47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a *net, that. 


was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 48 which, 
when it was filled, they drew up on the beach; and they 
sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but the 
bad they cast away. 49 So shall it. be in ‘the end of the 
world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the. wicked 
from among the righteous, 50 and shall cast them into the 
furnace of fire: there shall be the weeping and the gnash- 
ing of teeth. 
1The word in the Greek denotes the Hebrew seah, a 
measure containing nearly a peck and a half *Or, for joy 
thereof *Gr. drag-net. ‘Or, the consummation of the age 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








That it is impossible to identify the kingdom of 
God with any social order in the present or future 
is shown in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ opening paragraph. 

What the Father’s kingdom is, as referred to in the 
Lord’s prayer is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 

And interesting meanings of the kingdom in the 
past, the kingdom in the present, and the kingdom 
in the future, are given in the same writer’s Section 
IV, the Heart of the Lesson. ‘ 

In three of the five kingdom-of-heaven parables in 
Matthew 13, those of the mustard seed, the leaven, 
and the net, we are taught that the kingdom of 
heaven, as the sphere of profession on earth, includes 
both good and bad, true and false, saved and lost. 
Professing Christianity or “Christendom,” is grow- 
ing indeed and becoming a great, world-filling tree, 
and the birds of the heaven are coming and lodging 
in its branches. That the figure of the bird stands 
for evil, false teachers and unbelievers and mere world 
politicians thus coming under the cover of professing 
Christianity, is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). 
But let us not forget that at the same time the true 
believers, members of the body of Christ, are in the 
kingdom of heaven on earth in its present stage. 

The leaven parable is perhaps the most misunder- 
stood and misapplied of any in the entire Bible. 
Make it plain to the class that leaven, throughout the 
entire Word of God, always stands for sin or evil. 
In passages in the Old Testament where the use of 
leaven is directed in connection with the offerings, it 
will be found that any such offering stands either for 
the offerer (Lev. 7:13), in whom there is still evil 
(represented by the leaven), or for the church, in 
which there is still evil (Lev. 23:17). The notes in 
the Scofield Reference Bible on these passages make 
this clear, and also on Matthew 13:33. Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 2) touches on this. 

Do not let the class think, as many do, that the hid 
treasure and the pearl of great price, bought by one 
who sells all that he has to’ do so, represent salvation 
and the believer. Salvation is “without money and 
without price,’ offered freely as a gift to whomsoever 
will believe. The buyer, in each of these parables, is 
our Lord Jesus Christ himself, buying in, at a cost to 
himself of all that he has, Israel and the church; this 
is brought out by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3). 

And make plain to the class that the much misun- 
derstoed and abused word “The kingdom of God is 
within you” (Luke 17: 21) does not mean that all men 
have within themselves the kingdom of God. Our 
Lord would never have said this to the Pharisees, 
whom he so unsparingly condemned as outside the 
kingdom and as preventing others from entering in 
(Matt. 23:13, 14), The margin of the Revision 
reads, “The kingdom of God is in the midst of you,” 





as it was in the person of the King, Jesus himself, 
This is commented on further by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 4) and Mr. Banks. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


_Can we help to “bring in the kingdom”? Not that 
kingdom of heaven on earth which alone can be 
brought in, by the King himself, our Lord Jesus, at 
his coming. But we can indeed heip to bring into the 
kingdom of God all who are willing to believe on 
Jesus and be saved. We are thus helping to build up 
the body of Christ, and to complete that body, upon 
the completion of which the Head of the body, Christ 
himself, will return. 


Teaching Points 


The kingdom cometh not now with observation, 
but it will later, as Mr. Banks shows. 

Perhaps more young people would be attracted to 
the spiritual kingdom of God if we did not limit our 
teaching exclusively to this, but show them also “the 
vision glorious of the kingdom in its final issues,” as 
Mrs. Askew urges. 

How the kingdom of Ged and the kingdom of 
heaven are related is shown in Mrs. Askew’s closing 
paragraph. 

Why the kingdom of God is not, and cannot be 
called, “the democracy of God” is interestingly shown 
by Mr. Rogers. 

_One must begin life all over again by becoming a 
little child,—that is, by being born again,—if he 
would even enter the true kingdom. 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

_ Wherein does the kingdom grow, and wherein does 
it not grow, during this present age? 

Why was the mustard seed chosen as a figure? 

Does “till it was all leavened” mean that there will 


“Be nosing good left in the kingdom of heaven at the 
end? 


How have the Jews been “hidden in the field”? 

What did our Lord have to “sell” to purchase the 
pearl of great price? .(See Phil. 2: 5-8.) 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CONCENTRATION.—Organize 
the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 











T IS -not difficult to apply this principle to the les- 

son on the Kingdom, because in the seven parables 
in Matthew 13, five of which constitute the lesson 
text, the Lord is emphasizing kingdom truth. The 
central fact was the kingdom, and the sincere ef- 
fort of the teacher should be to ascertain if possible 
the particular phase of kingdom truth which He in- 
tended to teach by each of these parables, in order 
that when the Jesson has been taught the class may 
have received not a series of disconnected and unre- 
lated teachings, but a consistent body of truth bear- 
ing upon and illuminating the one important mat- 
ter, the kingdom. Two facts should be kept in 
mind in this connection: first, that a parable is in- 
tended to set forth truth which lies beneath the sur- 
face; and second, that the truth taught by one king- 
dom parable should harmonize with that which is 
taught by other kingdom parables, though each may 
set forth a different aspect of the kingdom. 

In carrying out our principle we will naturally 
raise the question as to whether “The Kingdom of 
God,” which is the subject of the lesson and the 
Golden Text, is the same as “The Kingdom of 
Heaven,” which is the subject of each of the lesson 
parables. Those who believe that the Word of God 
never makes distinctions without a reason, will urge 
that we should recognize a distinction here. Another 
question concerns the relation of the Church to the 
kingdom. It would seem very; clear that if we are 
to accept the statéments of Scripture we must rec- 
ognize at least that the Church and the Kingdom are 
not synonymous. We shall perhaps not soon have 
a more fruitful lesson if we are willing to lay aside 
our ‘common assumptions upon Scriptural truth and 
just let the Book itself teach us what it has to say 
upon the subject of the Kingdom, not only in the 
lesson as printed, but in the entire lesson as presented 
in the Bible. 

HuntTinopon, Pa. 
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Lesson for September 7 Matt. 6: 10; 13 : 31-33, 
44-50; 18:2, 3; Luke 17 : 20, 21; 2 Cor. 10: 3-5 


The Es ae a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








HERE are few subjects more confused in or- 
dinary thinking than that of the Kingdom of 
God. The New Testament teaching associates 


it with the present and the future, though very. 


largely with the future. One thing must ever be kept 
in mind, that it is impossible to identify the king- 


dom of God with any social order in the present or 


future, however definite and valuable. The kingdom 
of God is something far wider, deeper, and higher 


-than any transformed social life, now or later. 


Books.—Among the books on this subject special 
attention should be given to the followimg, because 
of the need of clear and distinct study: “The Kingdom 
in History and Prophecy,” by L. S. Chafer (The Sun- 
day School Times Company, $1.00); “The Im- 
perial Hope,” by H. Pierson King (Revell, $1.00) ; 
“Text-Book on Prophecy” (p. 54), by Dr. J..M. Gray 
(Revell, $1.25) ; “What Do the Prophets Say?” by Dr. 
C. I. Scofield (The Sunday School Times Company, 

cents) ; “The Kingdom of God, The Kingdom of 
| ey and the Church” (Philadelphia School of 
the Bible, 10 cents); see also the Scofield Reference 
Bible on Zechariah 12:8 and 1 Corinthians 15: 24. 


I. The Lesson’s:Main Message 

The Supreme Expectation (Matt. 6:10). The ref- 
erence in this prayer is to the Father’s kingdom, 
which seems to be the culminating point of every- 
thing (Matt. 26:29), when God shall be “all in all” 
(1 Cor. 15:28). This is, therefore, appropriately 
our constant prayer. (1) 

The Sad Degeneration (Matt. 13: 31-33). The par- 
able of the mustard seed ‘suggests an abnormal and 
extraordinary growth from the smallest seed to a 
great tree, and as the mustard seed never becomes 
a tree it would seem as though Christ meant that 
the kingdom of heaven in its present form had be- 
come unusual in its size and character. The birds 
of the heaven are the same as in verses 4, 19, refer- 
ring to Satan lodging under the shelter of the 
Church. The other parable, of leaven, suggests an 
evil influence which is secretly at work, leaven always 
being a type of sin. Thus, the kingdom, as seen at 
present, may be said to be growing degenerate. (2) 

The Special Valuation (Matt. 13:44-46). The 
kingdom is, first of all, symbolized as a hidden treas- 
ure and then as a valuable pearl. In each case the 
man finds and purchases, giving all that he has. The 
treasure seems to suggest the Jewish Church, and 
the pearl the Gentile Church, Christ being the finder 
and buyers for he gave all that he had, his own 
life, to redeem us. (3) 

The Solemn Separation (Matt.- 13: 47-50). .The 
parable points to the future, when the bad will be 
distinguished and separated from the good. This, 
like that of the tares, is the dominating thought. 

The Striking Revelation (Luke 17:20, 21). When 
Christ was upon earth, he offered himself and his 
kingdom to the Jews, saying, “The Kingdom eof 
heaven is at hand.” But we know that the Jews would 
not receive it, and when, as in these verses, Christ 
was asked about the kingdom by the Pharisees, he 
told them that there would be no visible signs to 
mark it, but, on the contrary, it would be a spiritual, 
invisible movement. The word rendered “within” is 


-more literally and appropriately expressed by 


“among,” for the Pharisees did not possess the king- 
dom within themselves, though it was among them 
in the Person of Christ. (4) 


The Strong Confirmation (2 Cor. 10:3-5). Here 
the Apostle shows how the kingdom of God makes 
progress in the person by capturing and ruling over 
even the thoughts. 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 103. A wonderful out- 
burst of praise in contemplation of God’s Person, 
presence, and kingdom. There are three circles (1) 
personal praise, verses 1-12 (the individual believer) ; 
(2) general praise, verses 16-18 (all believers) ; (3) 
universal praise, verses 19-22 (the whole creation). 


II. Additional Material for Teachers 
_Mark 4:26-28; 10:23-25; Romans 14:17; Revela- 
tion II :15; 2131-10, 22-27; 22:1-5. 

1. Mark 4: 26-28. A parable of the kingdom only 
found in this Gospel. (1) The kingdom as seed pos- 
sessing life (v. 26); (2) the secret progress (v. 27) ; 
(3) automatic progress (v. 28); (4) culmination of 
progress (v. 29). 

2. Mark 10: 23-25. (1) Condition of entrance into 
the kingdom, surrender (Christ first); (2) hin- 
drances to entrance (wealth, the occasion, not the 
cause). 

3. Romans 14:47. The spiritual character of the 
kingdom as it is to-day. (1) Righteousness; (2) 
peace; (3) joy; and all in the Holy Spirit- 

4. Revelation 11:15. The crowning expectation. 
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5. Revelation 21: 1-10, 22-27; 22: 1-5. The culmina- 
tion of everything, when God in Christ is all in all. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate Topic: The Growth of the King- 
dom. Care must be taken to distinguish between the 
growth of the Church and the — of the king- 
dom. The Church grows by individual additions to 
the Lord, because the Church is his Body and the 
building of which he is the foundation (Acts 2:47; 
Eph. 2: 19-22; 4:12-16). The growth of the king- 
dom refers to the progress in the present time of 
every influence for good, though the power of evil 
is also noticeable. This twofold development of 
good and evil is best seen in the parables of Mat- 
thew 13, and the following points may be considered. 
The growth is (1) certain; (2) hindered; (3) _— 
ual; (4) mixed; (5) to be rigidly distinguished here- 
after. The Scofield Bible on Matthew 13 may be 
usefully studied here, and also a booklet, “The King- 
dom of Heaven,” by A. W. Pink (Our Hope Office, 
453 Fourth Avenue, New York, 10 cents). 

2. Senior and Adult Topic: The Universality of 
the Kingdom. (Additional Material: Same as for 
Teachers). The Old Testament thought of the king- 
dom was almost exclusively Jewish, but in the New 
Testament the idea branches out and widens so as to 
take in everything. Christ’s coming will usher in 
the kingdom and lead to the realization of all the 
promises of God. Although we speak generally now 
of Christ as our King, this title is never given to 
him in connection with the present dispensation of 
the Church. He is the Lord or Head of the Church, 
but never the King, and it is clearly taught that he 
is not yet on his own throne, but on the right hand 
of the Father’s (Heb. 1:3; 8:2). He offered himself 
as King of the Jews, and hereafter he will be “King 
of kings and Lord of lords,” when his kingdom be- 
comes universal (Rev. 11:15). This is the univer- 
sality of the kingdom to which the New Testament 
clearly points. 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The kingdom of God means the rule of God over 
human life and it expresses the widest possible con- 
ception of God’s relationship to mankind. This king- 
dom can be studied in three aspects, and all of them 
should be put and kept together. 

1. The Kingdom in the Past. This was national. 
It was exemplified in the kingdoms of David and 
Solomon, but as these manifestly could not realize 
it in its completeness, the prophets continually fore- 
told the coming of a kingdom which should be per- 
fect and everlasting (see Daniel 2). 

2. The Kingdom in the Present. This is spiritual. 
We have to be born again to see and enter this 
kingdom (John 3:3, 5). We are translated by God 
from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of the 
Son of his love (Col. 1:13), and our life is to be 
one of righteousness, peace, and joy (Rom. 14:17). 

3. The Kingdom in the Future. This will be uni- 
versal. First of all, Christ will fulfill literally the 
promises made about him as King of the Jews in 
the Old Testament, and there seems no doubt that 
Luke 1: 32, 33 will be as literally fulfilled in his sec- 
ond coming as verse 31 was in his first. Then from 
his Jewish Kingship will be developed his universal 
Kingship, and he will reign over the universe and 
usher in the kingdom of heaven (Jewish) and the 
kingdom of God (universal. This is the last, final, 
and culminating expectation of God’s people, and it 
is for this that they pray, “Thy Kingdom come.” 


V. Leading Questions 

What is meant by “the kingdom of God”? 

What is meant by “the kingdom of God is at 
hand”? 

How may we distinguish between the kingdom of 
heaven, the kingdom of God, and the Church? ~ 

In what sense is the kingdom present, and in what 
sense is it still future? 

What is the best work the Christian can do at 
the present time for the kingdom of God? 

Wycurrre CoLiece, Toronte 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


O ESSENTIALLY prophetic is the entire lesson 

that no comment is called for by this lesson depart- 

ment, the other lesson writers of necessity bringing 
out the needed prophetic interpretation. 

Of the passage in Luke 17:20, 21, it may be said 
that our Lord would not be apt to tell a hypocritical 
Pharisee that the Kingdom of God was within him! 
The Greek ward “entos,” translated “within,” means 
“in the midst”; and in the person of our Lord and his 
disciples the Kingdom was in the midst of that 
haughty crowd of Pharisees. 

“The kingdom of God cometh not with observa- 
tion,” literally “with outward show,” the Master said, 
meaning that since the Jews had rejected the King- 
dom which he came preaching as “at hand,” because 
they would not accept it as based on righteousness, 


‘seed pick out any genuine 
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it would not come during this (church) age with 
outward show, but in the hearts of men (Luke 109: 
11, 12; Acts 1:6-8; Rom. 14:17). But it will come 
after this age with outward show (Luke 17: 24; 
Rev. 19: 11-16). 
PHILADELPHIA, 
iw 


The Busy Men’s Corner ‘ 
By William H. Ridgway 


Mr. Ridgway this week gives some valuable “applied” 
lessons from the parables instead of the strictly Biblical 
interpretations which will be found in other lesson articles 
in this issue.—The Editor. 


The Rescue Mission.—The kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a... mustard seed (v. 31). If folks differ as 
to the meaning of these thumbnail parables there are 
two facts about the kingdom of heaven that need 
raise no question. 1. Every day millions ask for its 
coming. “Thy Kingdom come-” We shall never get 
into the kingdom until we become as little children 
(Luke 17:21; Matt. 18:3). To understand what 
the Master meant by the parable of the mustard 

Enristian you know (for 
the parable is of real mustard and not of wild) and 
look into the life of him. We have lots in Coaies- 
ville, but let us take some the world knows. John 
Wyburn in New York, George Long in Philadelphia, 
Mel Trotter, Everywhere, and dozens more of the 
same stripe. Plain men who have struck the bottom 
in sin. To-day men who are as gentle and as simple 
and as open as children, trusted and full of tact. 
Night after night in their missions, “birds” by the 
thousand are flocking to them for “roost.” These re- 
deemed men who now in Water Street, Hell’s Half 
Acre, and other dark places of our great cities, stand 
for the kingdom of heaven to despairing men grew 
from the smallest of seeds. Some from a kind word, 
some from a verse of Scripture, some from a song. 
If you want a full commentary on the passage, Pro- 
fessor, go read the Life of Jerry McAuley and some 
winter night drop in at the Water Street Mission and 
see what you see. 


Old Millyuns’ Chance.—The kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a treasure hidden in the field (v. 44). 
And the next parable says the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a great pearl. Any sane man who knows 
the kingdom of heaven will make every effort to 
possess it. The thing that the man from Mars will 
not be able to understand is why earth folks sacri- 
fice everything to gain riches, power, position, fame, 
and give no thought whatever to the only good thing 
in all the universe that lasts. If you happen to 
know intimately a very rich man who has no re- 
ligion you must bear witness with me that he is 
the most unhappy and dissatisfied mortal ofall your 
friends and acquaintances. Poor fellow! he has not 
heard of the treasure. You have never “put him wise” 
to that big pearl. Just suppose you should. Old 
Millyuns, with that, big useless income of his, when 
he got “on to” and into the kingdom of heaven — and 
the kingdom of heaven into him— would have the 
time of his life. A “heavenly time,” as I heard a girl 
say she had on an outing. Think of the great sport 
of taking trainload after trainload of the poor city 
kids out to the green fields. Think of the joy of giv- 
ing the tired and heat bedraggled mothers of the 
alleys a boat ride out in the salt breezes of the sea, 
with all the good things to eat they wanted. Think 
of the zest reading the reports from the missionary 
representatives out in the dark places of the earth, 
where the money was letting in the light and build- 
ing up a new people. These are the treasures hid- 
= in the field that the wise one with money will 

uy. 


Terrapin.—-The kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
net (v. 47). Have you ever fished with a net? You 
catch all kinds of things that swim in a net —and 
some that don’t swim. Unless you are an experienced 
fisherman you had better let some one who knows 
do the sorting. See those ugly looking turtles with 
heads like birds? “Throw ’em out, they’re no good,” 
said I on an early fishing trip. But Uncle Joshy 
Scott was very careful to secure every one. You 
can buy fish chowdér at the restaurant for twenty 
cents a plate. But when you can get terrapin at all, 
you pay two dollars a plate. In that other parable, 
this is why they are let go until the harvest (v.30). 
In this world “there is no telling” (Matt. 25: 32). 
Reddy Robbins was a town boy without a home. He 
grew up on the streets. He could have posed for 
Mark Twain’s “Huck Finn.” I shall never forget 
the day when one of the “boys” brought him to the 
Iron Rose Bible class as a new scholar. “He was 
purty boy,” as Ike Thompson said. A _ revivalist - 
named Leonard Weaver came to town and had serv- 
ices in the Baptist church. One night when he 
“drew the net” he caught Reddy. You and I would 
not have thought much of the “catch.” To-day 
Reddy is a deacon in that same Baptist church and 
one of the most honored and respected men in town. 
He works for Uncle Sam and has a Sunday-school 
class and knows almost all the New ‘Testament 
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by hear:. Reddy is not the only turtle 
that turned out terrapin in that Weaver 
fishing. Yes, professor, I think some- 
thing just dike this is what Jesus was 
talking about in this net parable. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
Bh 4 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illustrations, of from 75 to 15¢ words. 
are ereary pees . Li 2 will be accepted 
ahead of ger ones equally good. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch re) pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Earwigs in the Chrysanthemums.— 
Bringing every thought into .captivity 
to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5). 
In a gentleman’s garden I saw a long 
row of beautiful chrysanthemums_be- 
ing prepared for a flower show. “Each 
one of these has to be examined every 
day,” said the gardener, “lest earwigs 
get into the tops and eat the buds.” The 
under gardener then went from one to 
another, gutiy Sane the leaves to 
see that no evil lurked within. What ear- 
wigs of thought and desire get into the 
heads of the Lord’s plants!—From the 
atev. James Strachan in the Sunday- 
School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. The prize for this week 
is awarded to this illustration. 


“Stick to the Religious Stuff.”—Seck 
ye first his kingdom, and his righteous- 
ness (Golden Text). Apologizing for re- 
ligion by serving a diluted shadow of 
spirituality to the soldier is all unneces- 
sary. Men facing death want religion 
—not baby songs. They want Christ — 
not cheap twaddle about sweetness and 
the manly life, and nobility and nerve. 
They are having real fights with real 
sin; viciousness is dead-set against vir- 
tue. They know it! In a recent camp 
song service some one called for “Smile, 
Smile, Smile,” and a deep bass voice 
growled, “Aw, let’s stick to the religious 
stuff.” But no man with a cigarette in 
his teeth can lead in the singing of the 
hymns of the church, and voice the 
soul’s need. No man comes to him with 
the problems of his soul—From Asso- 
ciation Men. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 


What the Lord “Added.”—Seek ye 
first his kingdom, and his righteousness 
(Golden Text). A Christian business 
man with a large family, living in a 
rented house, had finally the means to 
build a home in the suburbs. The lot 
w:.s-leveled and plans in readiness when 
a letter came from a missionary whom 
they were supporting in China, saying 
that the hospital had burned and there 
was no place for the sick. “Which shall 
it be,” the husband asked the wife, “a 
home and fresh air for our children, or 
a hospital for the Chinese?” They wav- 
ered between what seemed to be two 
paths of duty. Finally the wife said: 
“The Lord gave us that fund for a 
house. I believe He meant a house in 
China.” The husband agreed. They 
drew out the money and sent it to re- 
build the hospital, settling down to live 
indefinitely in the old house on the dusty 
street. But business began to be more 
profitable somehow. Money seemed to 
come in. They hardly knew how it came 
about, but in less time than they had first 
expected their home was built, a cozier 
one than first planned—Sent by Ger- 
trude Cogan Lyon, Philadelphia. 


bd 


Is any part of Sunday a drag and a 
bore to the children? Of course tt 
shouldn’t be. But how can we do differ- 
. ently? One way to make a start ts to 

get a book like “Pleasant Sunday After- 
noons for the Children,” by John T. 
Faris, published by The Sunday School 
Times Company at 60 cents, and see how 
a great many parents have managed. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
forgive us for ever giving thee the second 
place in our lives, We know that many 
times we have given the first place in our 
thought to much that could not have thy 
approval. We have been anxious, greedy, 
self-centered, and thy name has not been 
upon our lips as often as thy love could 
wish. Give us this day, we pray thee, a 
rearrangement of that which occupies our 
time and our interest. May we put thee and 
thy kingdom first. May alli else be sec- 
ondary. We know that this can be true only 
by thy grace. May we let thee do for us now 
what thou dost long to do in taking first 
place in all our being. In thy dear name 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It doesn’t take you 
very long in a boy’s workshop to know 
what interests him most in that room. 
Perhaps this month it’s wireless telegra- 
phy, and so you will notice coils and 

eys and receivers very much to the 
front as you go about the room. He is 
thinking wireless, and talking wireless, 
and building wireless just now. Maybe 
some other time you will fad him making 
model yachts, and then wireless will be 
tucked away somewhere, and everything 
that has to do with model yachts will be 
standing right out before your eyes. Go 
into a boy’s room and see what pictures he 
has on the walls. A boy doesn’t always 
realize how much he reveals himself in 
what his room reveals. Now suppose 
you just take a little walk around the 
room of your own inner thinking and 
greatest interests. Just ask yourself 
what is most to the front there. hat is 
it that seems most important to you? You 
needn’t tell me, but just think about it for 
a moment. went into a _ college 
boy’s room one day where he _ had 
his study books all arranged on 
his desk, and I could tell from these 
what studies were occupying his mind. 
Then I noticed a little sign tacked up 
where he could see it all the time with 
just these words on it, “Get Right With 
God.” There wasn’t a picture in the 
room that he needed to be ashamed of, 
and that little card was put where he and 
everybody else could see it. It was not 
tucked away in a drawer. Does God 
mean as much as that to you? Is Jesus 
Christ right at the top of your thinking, 
or does he just come in once in a while? 





Suppose we say the Golden Text together. 
Have you been putting such things first, 
or are they far down the line? Let us 
pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Safely through another week.” 

“Holiness unto the Lord.” 

“Dwelling in Beulah Land.” 

“O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling.” 
“Ye servants of God your Master proclaim.” 
“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun.” 

“Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear.” 


arentheses are to the met- 

set to music, including 
arts of Scripture, “Bible 
,’ published by United Presby- 
of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 


Psalm 24: 1-10 (49 : 1-3). 
Psalm 2: 1-12 (3 : 1-3). 
Psalm 136:1-16 (277 : 1-3). 
Psalm 110: 1-7 (222 : 1-3). 
Psalm 99 : 1-9 (198 : 1-3). 


(References in 
rical Psalm Boo 
also some other 
Songs No. 
terian Boar 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The kingdom within our hearts. 
2. The church within the kingdom. 
3. The final issues of the kingdom. 











Lo very fact that there are many 
different parables in the Word set- 
ting forth the kingdom is evidence of 
the many-sidedness of this subject- 
Confusion® often arises because oné is 
speaking of one view while quite an- 
other is in the mind of the listener. 
Perhaps the greatest confusion comes 
from failing to distinguish between the 
kingdom and the church,—a_ distinc- 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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tion very difficult for our early-teen 
ae The lesson passages to-day set 
orth so many different truths that th 
make an over-full lesson for s 
classes, so the s tion is made that 
the above three lines be established as 
simply and clearly as possible for our 
girls, with the understanding that these 
do not cover the subject at all, but only 
lay a foundation for further study. 

1. Luke 17:20, 21; John 3:3, 5; 
Romans 14:17, and 1 Corinthians 4: 
20 among other references establish 
the truth that in one large and funda- 
mental~sense the kingdom of God is 
within the hearts of believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ; that it is a state of 
the spirit, resulting in the manifesta- 
tion of certain Christian graces, and 
that certain requirements are laid down 
for entrance into that spiritual king- 
dom. See Matthew 5:3; Luke 9:62; 
Acts 14:22, and James 2:5 for addi- 
tional light on this point. 

Of course it is here that we teachers 
of young people are most concerned 
—that they enter this kingdom of God 
and grow in grace therein, and we may 
well spend our whole lesson on this 
one view alone if our class is not 
already within the fold. > 


2. But perhaps one reason so many 
young people are not more attracted 
to this spiritual kingdom is because we 
have limited their teaching to this point 
too exclusively, so that they have never 
caught the vision glorious of the king- 
dom in its final issues. For young peo- 
ple love big things, love to belong to 
big things, and believe in big things, 
and our Bible so plainly teaches that 
the kingdom of God is the biggest thing 
in all the universe and is one day to 
be visibly so, though now it is a hidden 
power known only by its results. 

So let us look first at the place the 
church holds in the kingdom, and see 
clearly the distinction between the two. 
Certainly they are not identical, for the 
kingdom is an everlasting one, -the 
eternal rulership of God over all, while 
the church has an: age only, and is to 
come to a definite attainment and cease 
as an institution (as we know it now). 
The church is God’s appointed plan for 
gathering men into the kingdom, an in- 
strument for this age of the work of 
the Holy Spirit, an instrument which 
both conserves and spreads the truth 
of this spiritual kingdom and seeks 
the allegiance of men to‘ the King. 


3. Last, let us look at the final issues 
of this kingdom, what it.is to be when 
its King comes to earth to rule in ac- 
tual, visible person, when our age-old 
prayer shall have received its complete 
answer, and his will is done on earth 
as it is in heaven, and the knowledge 
of the Lord shall cover the earth as 
the waters cover the sea. Then, here 
on this old earth, cleansed of its sin, 
shall we see the fulfilment of those 
glorious pictures given us in the last 
two chapters of Revelation. Then that 
kingdom of which 
(John 18:36) shall be im this world 
though it has never been of this world. 
Then the universal kingdom of God 
spoken of in Psalm 103: 19— Jehovah 
hath established his throne in the 
heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over 
all—shall be universally recognized, 
universally accepted, and there shall be 
a “new heaven and a new earth,” for 
the first heaven and the first earth shall 
have passed away, — that earth we now 
know where the rule of the King is re- 
sisted and heaven seems far away. 

Who would not belong to such a 
kingdom? Then we must go back’ to 
our first point and seek entrance to 
its glories even as Jesus taught Nico- 
demus, by being born again, becoming 
as a little child in spirit and in .complete 
acceptance of him and his salvation. 
“The way of the cross leads home” 
and on into the glorious kingdom of 
our God, that kingdom which is to be 
universal and eternal. 


Home Study 


Make a list of all Jesus’ parables 
which were given in illustration of the 
kingdom. Note the list of things to 
which he compared the kingdom. 


AtLanta, Ga. 


esus spoke to Pilate ~ 
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Lesson for 
~ 44-50; 18:2, 3; Luke 17 : 20, 21; 2 Cor. 10: 3-5 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God’s children 
love to work for his Kingdom. 


Introduction—When Jesus, lived on 
earth he taught many things about the 
Kingdom of Heaven. He said that it 
grew like a mustard seed; it spread like 
leaven, or yeast, it- was like good seed 
of any kind; it was worth more than 
costly pearls (see Matthew, chapter 13). 
ae taught his disciples to pray, Thy 

ingdom come, ‘Thy will be done. When 
Jesus was talking about the children he 
said, Let. them come unto me, for “Of 
such is the Kingdom.” Sing appropriate 
stanzas of “The Sweet story of old,” or 
“Jesus loves the little children,” from 
Carols. 


Review—After Jesus went back to 
heaven his followers loved to tell others 
about the Kingdom. They traveled from 
place to place teaching and healing as 
Jesus had taught them to do. We re- 
member how Paul the missionary taught 
and healed in the northern cities; Peter 
and John worked in the big city of Jeru- 
salem, and healed the lame man at the 
Beautiful Gate. 

Lesson Story.—To-day’s story tells 
about Philip, who went to Samaria to 
teach. Crowds heard him and believed 
and asked how they might belong to 
the Kingdom of God. In Samaria Philip 
healed many who were lame and palsied. 
Peter and John went there to help him. 

After a while God’s Spirit spoke to 
Philip, asking him to leave his work in 
Samaria and journey a long way toward 
the south. The angel said, Arise, go 
along the road between Jerusalem and 
Gaza through the sandy desert. Philip 
arose and went. 

As he traveled along the road, watch- 
ing closely, Philip saw a two-wheeled 
chariot in which was a driver, probably 
standing, and an officer, an Ethiopian, 
a black man, sitting in the chariot read- 
ing a scroll. (Show pictures, or better 
yet, models of a chariot and scroll.) 
This officer cared for the money and 
treasures of Queen Candace of Ethiopia. 

e had been to Jerusalem and wor- 
shiped while there.. He bought part of 
God’s Word, the scroll of Isaiah. Only 
rich people could own such a scroll. He 
was reading aloud to himself as he sat 
in his chariot, riding along the lonely 
road. 

God’s Spirit said to Philip, Go near 
to this chariot, so he ran and heard 
what the man read, Acts 8: 32, 33. Per- 
haps he was reading these words to 
the driver. Philip said, Do you under- 
stand what you are reading? The officer 
said, How can I unless somebody helps 
me? Then he asked Philip to ride with 
him in the chariot, which he did. They 
read together from the scroll. The offi- 
cer said to Philip, Was this prophet Isa- 
iah talking about himself or somebody 
else when he wrote about this man who 
was gentle as a lamb and who was led 
like a sheep to the slaughter? 

Then Philip told the story of Jesus, 
and that the prophets told of things 
which would happen, many years be- 
fore they came to pass. rom the 
roll of Scripture which the officer was 
reading, Philip preached unto him Jesus. 

When they came to a stream of water 
the officer said, See, here is water! what 
doth hinder me to be baptized? Because 
he had faith they walked together into 
the water and Philip baptized him. The 
officer would have liked Philip to ride 
farther, but when they came up out of 
the water God’s Spirit told Philip to 
turn back and go another way. The offi- 
cer saw him no more, but went on his 
way rejoicing. 

Philip went to the great city of 
Caesarea on the shore of the Great Sea, 
where he lived and worked for many 
years. It will interest the children to 
follow up this story with the incidents 
which brought both Paul and Peter to 
Caesarea after some years. 

Toward the left side of the sand- 
board or blackboard indicate Caesarea, 
on the seashore. Far to the north show 
cities where Paul taught and healed. East 
of Caesarea indicate Jerusalem and 
Samaria, where Peter and Philip 


7 Matt. 6:10; 13 : 31-33, 


meet the Ethiopian, then to Caesarea, 
where he made his home. Trace. Peter’s 
journey toward Joppa on the sea, south 
of Caesarea, where he saw the vision 
which led him to go with the soldiers 
to teach Cornelius the captain and his 
friends in Caesarea, where Philip lived. 

Expression—Children may talk, sing, 
or give to help in extending God’s King- 
om. 


Peoria, ILL. 
we 


- Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Kind of kingdom the Jews 
wanted. 

Discussion: What Christ’s kingdom was 
like; why Ged’s government cannot be 
called a democracy. 

Main points: Christ’s right to reign; 
Christ’s unselfish reign; our spiritual 
birth into his kingdom. 














T SEEMED queer to be talking about 

God’s kingdom when we have been 
fighting to change all earthly kingdoms 
into democracies, and at first Bulldog 
Jones wouldn’t have it that way. But 
after teach r explained it we felt better. 

Teacher explained that it is a kingdom 
of spirit, the spirit of love, and is to per- 
meate and control the political and social 
relationships of men, as the kingdom of 
ideas does, only the kingdom of love 
centers around one divine personality. 

Here Bulldog Jones wanted to know 
why we-didn’t get up-to-date and call it 
the democracy of God. But teacher 
showed that a democracy is where all are 
equal, and those in authority. receive tem- 
porary po er from.the citizens. But 
Christ is not on an equality with: men, 
He is of royal blood, the only real king 
who ever lived. We did not elect him. 
“Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you,” h: said to his disciples. God 
app inted and anointed Christ to be 
“King of 1 ‘ngs, and Lord of lords.” One 
reason we will not: have any earthly 
king, teacher says, is because when any 
man assumes sovereign power he is try- 
ing, to climb into Christ’s place. (1) 

ut we need not worry if Christ is a 

king, for look what kind of a king he is. 
Mother says Christ doesn’t force people 
to carry out his will, We obey because 
we want to. He accepts only loving loy- 
alty. But if a person. doesn’t choose to 
obey Christ, then he is an alien enemy 
and. cannot expect any protection from 
Christ’s crimsoned flag when the enemy 
of souls captures hit . 

Then Ch ‘st never mak2s mistakes, and 
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does not use his power for his own am-| 


bitious*aims. His one desire is the high- 
est v.elfare and happiness of his subjects. 
The best proof of this is, that, instead of 
making his subjects die for him, he died 
for them; and finally even Bulldog ad- 
mitted that with such a sovereign a king- 
dom was all right. 

How ve become citizens of God’s king- 
dom, was the last question. Bumps ex- 
plained that the whole race had lost its 
citizenship through rebellion, and so we 
find ourselves alien enemies. But the 
good news is that when we repent, give 
our hearts to J sus and .wear allegiance 
to him, he is glad to welcome us and 
naturalize us into citizens; yes, even 
more than that, cause us to be born again, 
native sons. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Matthew  25:31-46 


What Oriental custom does Jesus use 
to describe the Judgment Day? 


What is the test by which people shall 
be separated? 


Why are both companies to be sur- 
prised? 

How may we do things for Christ? 

Is not this salvation by. works? 


How can God bear to send any one to 
eternal punishment? 


DENVER, COL. 


Method books you need in Sundav- 
school work are listed in The Sunday 





worked. First, trace Philip’s journey to 


School Times’ book catalog. 
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Study His Daily 
Food Need 


The average man needs about 3000 calories of food per day. Most of 
that need is for energy food. But he also needs some 3% ounces of pro- 


tein, to build up and repair, 


Figuring these elements only, here is what they cost at this writing in 


some necessary foods: 





Cost of Protein 
Per Pound 
In Quaker Oats...... shpensesiee 
In White Bread............ $1.30 
In Potatoes ..........000005+ 1.48 
In Beef about............... 2.00 
PIER cack co sbachacnrstieches 3.63 








Cost of Energy 

Per 1000 Calories 
In Quaker Oats.......,....... 5¢ 
In Round Steak...............4lc 


In Veal Cutlets............... 57c 
In Fish about........... siedant 60c 
In Canned Peas..............- 54c 








Ten Times the Cost 


Meat and fish foods, per 1000 calories,average ten times Quaker Oats’ cost. 


So do some vegetables, 
times as much. 


As energy food the oat has an age-old 


Squash, for instance, at this writing costs 15 


fame. 


In protein —the costliest food element —it is richer than any other 


grain. 


It stands about equal with beefsteak. 


In needed minerals — iron, lime, calcium, etc.— the oat is uniquely rich. 


As an all-’round food, well-balanced, the oat is the greatest that grows. 
As a food for growing children it holds the zenith place. 


Other foods are needed. Children must have milk and eggs. Vegetables 


are necessary. 


But start the day with Quaker Oats. 
Make it your breakfast. It costs but 
one-half cent per dish. 

This will supply supreme nutrition, 
and the saving will average up the 
costlier foods at dinner. 


Quaker 
Oats 


Extra-Flavory Flakes 


Get Quaker Oats when you buy oat 
food. ou owe that to yourself. 

They are flaked from queen grains 
only — just the rich, plump, flavory oats. 
We get but ten pounds from a bushel. 

You get this grade when you ask for 
Quaker, without extra price. 





57 Cents 
Per 1000 Calories 






60 Cents 
Per 1000 Calories 


Packed in Sealed Round Packages 
with Removable Cover 
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Spanning the Continent with a Chain of 
Fundamentals Conferences 





REMARKABLE chain of Bible 
Conferences, emphasizing the funda- 
mental doctrines of Christianity, has 
rown out of the World Conference on 
hristian Fundamentals, held in Phila- 
delphia May 25 to June 1. That Confer- 
ence adopted a resolution recommend- 
ing an attempt to correlate conferences 
throughout the’ length and breadth of 
the continent, especially the United 
States and Canada. The Chairman of 
the Continent-Wide Committee, in ac- 
cordance with that resolution, immedi- 
ately undertook correspondence with 
notable Bible teachers and with strategic 
cities, and the progress made up to the 
present is gratifying. : 

It is becoming increasingly evident 
that the great majority of the larger 
cities of America will hold a conference 
within a twelvemonth. During the 
months of July and August, for the most 
part, the speakers of the Fundamentals 
Conference Committee have been busy 
meeting the demands of the great annual 
summer assemblies. Almost without ex- 
ception their programs this year have 
taken the direction of conferences on 
fundamentals. 

With the coming of the aitumn Con- 
ference Circles will be created; and be- 
fore the annual meeting of the World 
Conference next May will have touched 
practically every part of the continent. 
The first of these Circles will be located 
in the Northwest. Minneapolis and St. 
Paul hold simultaneous Conferences, Au- 
gust 21 to 31. Then, if social condi- 
tions in Canada permit, twelve days will 
be given to Canadian cities, mainly along 
the line of the Canadian Soo. A Funda- 
mentals Conference will be held in Dr. 
Mark Matthews’ church, the First Pres- 
byterian of Seattle, Wash., from Sep- 
tember 14 to 18; DesMoines, Ia., Sep- 
tember 4 to 6; Lincoln, Neb., Septem- 
ber 7 to 9; Denver, Col., September 7 
to 11; Tacoma, Wash., probably Sep- 
tember 15 to 19; Portland, Ore., Sep- 
tember 18 to 21; Eugene, Ore., Sep- 
tember 22 and 23; Los Angeles, Cal., 
September 24 to 28. 

Ser this Western trip the following 
speakers have been definitely engaged: 
Dr. A. C. Dixon, former pastor of the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, London, Eng., 
and now with the Los Angeles Bible 
Institute; Dr. J. C. Massee, of Dayton, 
Ohio; Dr. Charles A. Blanchard, presi- 
dent of Wheaton College; Dr. W. B. 
Riley, pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of Minneapolis; Dr. Leon W. Tucker, of 


~ 





New York City, Editor of the Wonder- 
ful Word. . 

If the requests along the line of this 
Circle are sufficient in number to justify 
it, an equal number of equally well- 
known Bible teachers have consented to 
join these brethren in this western 
Circle. The music will be under the 
direction of A. W. McKee, Paul Rader’s 
great soloist and choir director, and his 
marvelous associate, Lanse Latham, the 
pianist. Dhe present prospect is that 
October, will see a Bible Conference 
Circle running in -Ohio and neighboring 
states under the direction of {. 
Massee, D.D., Dayton, Ohio. Requests 
already made would indicate that No- 
vember may be demanded by such cities 
as Pittsburgh, Baltimore, ashington, 
etc. 

After the holidays the South will be 
taken. One Circle will commence at 
Memphis, Tenn., and take neighboring 
cities; another at Fort Worth, Texas, 
and take neighboring cities. In Febru- 
ary the Committee plans to touch Flor- 
ida; and in March, the region of Chat- 
tanooga, Atlanta, Nashviiie, etc. 

The Chairman of the Continent-wide 
Committee has asked J. D. Adams, 1721 
Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, to 
give special attention to New England, 
arranging conferences on request for 
that entire region. Dr. J. C. Massee, 
D.D., of Dayton, Ohio, will arrange con- 
ferences for Ohio, West Virginia, and 
Kentucky. E. B. Buckalew, of the Moody 
Institute, Chicago, stands ready to give 
attention to Chicago and vicinity, includ- 
ing such states as Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, etc. 

J. B. Phillips, D.D., of Chattanooga, 
has been requested to undertake con- 
ferences for his state and the adjoining 
states of Mississippi, Aiabama, and Geor- 
gia. The Rev. L. T. Mays, of Asheville, 
N. C., will gladly arrange conferences 
for Virginia, North and South Caro- 
lina, and we Sno W. L. C. Mahon, 
D.D., of Jacksonville, Fla., will create a 
circuit for his state, Florida, and the 
Rev. John E. Brown, Siloam Springs, 
Ark., for that region. For Colorado 
and adjoining states, P. V. Jenness, of 
the Denver Bible Institute, can be con- 
sulted; the Rev. T. C. Horton, of the 
Los Angeles Bible Institute, for the 
southern Pacific Coast and adjoining 
states; Mark Matthews, D.D., of Seattle, 
Wash., for the. northern Pacific Coast 


region. 
The Middle West will be cared for 
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that beckons you. 
read together. 
perate adventures,"’ 
old as you were a half hour before ! 


book in bird-lore, and curious thin 
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The Out-of-Doors Club 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


PERN ATS you cannot get away as often as you'd like, into the out-of-doors 

But you can have a wonderful time, anytime, — with the 
youngsters of the Out-of-Doors book, just the one for you and the youngsters to 
You are hereby dared to read just one story in this book of ‘‘des- 
and at thesame time remain as tired, and absorbed, and as 


Here is the list of stories,— but the list cannot half tell the fascination of the 
of field and stream and woods, discovered 
by the keen-witted band of real children under the cheery, fun-loving, and mar- 
velously informed leadership of a father who loves and knows the out-of-doors — 
and who /aées time to ‘‘captain’’ the Band ! 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Free Lunch The Lost Land The Plains 

The Seven Sleepers The Birdlers The Hunting of the Swift 

The Day of the Winter The Ow! Cail The Argonauts’ . 
Turtle The Best Nest Turtle Day 

The Storming of Fort Hill The Queen Flower The Tree Treasure Hunt 

The Fen Folk Pond-lily Path Blindie the Mole 


Sheep-Pen Hill 
With more than a score of fine reproductions of remarkable nature pictures 
A “SLIP-IN-YOUR-POCKET” VOLUME OF 171 PAGES 


$1.25, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Personal: Sending the money with your order saves both yourself and us time and expense 


A Christmas Ange! 
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the Chairman of the Com- 


Se 
mittee, . B. Riley, D.D., of Minne- 
apolis. In Canada, A. B. Winchester, 


D.D., of Toronto, should be consulted 
for the eastern section, and Sidney T. 
Smith, of the Grain Exchange, Winni- 
peg, for the western section. As the 
work extends, other locality leaders will 
be added to this company. 

The program will follow largely the 
lines of the World Conference Doctrinal 
Statement. It will deal with the inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures, the unity and 
trinity of the Godhead, the deity of 
Jesus Christ, the atonement, the Holy 
Spirit, salvation by substitution, the re- 
turn of our Lord, the resurrection, the 
judgments, etc. 

The pet advantage in the correla- 
tion of conferences is evident. The 
routes will be so arranged as to take 
the speakers and leaders without the 
loss of time; and so as to effect the 
greatest economy in traveling and en- 
tertainment expense account. Little cities 
along the line can have the services of 
strong men by requesting one or more 
speakers for one or more days as the 
company is passing. For any further 
information upon the subject address 
the Chairman of the Continent-wide 
Committee, W. B. Riley, D.D., Minne- 
apolis, Minn., in care of the First Bap- 
sist Church. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





September 14. The Great Companion: How 
to Live with Him. Luke 24: 13-32. 

September 21. Truthfulness. Eph. 4:25; 2 
Kings 5: 20 


+27. 
September 28. The Christian Athlete and His 


Training. 1 Cor. 9: 19-27. 
October 5. Our Relation~ to Others. IV. 
Toward World-Brotherhood. Luke 10: 


(Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, September 7 
Our Relation to Others 
Ill. Toward Neighbors and Friends 


(Consecration Meeting) 
(Phil. 2 : 1-11) 


25-37. 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Neighborly kindness (Acts 28 : 1-6). 
Tues.—Forbearance (Gal. 6 : 1-5). 
Wed.—Helpfulness (Job 29 : 11-25). 
Thurs.—Sympathy (John 11 : 17-37). 
Fri.—Hospitality (1 Kings 17 : 8-16). 
Sat.—Compassion (Exod. 2: 1-10). 











How may we cultivate friendliness to all? 
How may we be friends with others? 
What are the joys of friendship? 


ODERN means of transportation 
‘have brought the distant places and 


| persons near, but they threaten to re- 


move to a distance the immediate neigh- 


: borhood- and to transform our neigh- 








bors into remote foreigners. In the city, 
dwellers in the apartment or tenement 


| may be ignorant of the people separated 


from them by nothing but a wall; one 
may even know no one in his ward, not 
even the postman. We are likely to 
lose the best of all arts, the art of know- 
ing and talking with our neighbors, the 
art of membership in a visible commun- 
ity. 
+ 


The virtue of hospitality has not died 
out, but it is undergoing transformation. 
It is not so much neighborly and 
friendly. It is professional, the use of 
the offces of hospitality for business 
ends, for saving time, for getting results 
at the expense of simple living which 
is aimed at no efficiency or mercantile 
end. In many houses even the family 
life has been surrendered to the exi- 
gencies of “work.” There is danger 
that we shall be so busy that our own life 
will slip by unlived. 


ve 

Friendships need to be looked after if 
they are to be kept in good repair. Love 
that is not expressed in some way is in 
danger of dying down. Time and thought 
must be found for these deepest and 
best values of life. We miss them 
when it is too late and they are gone. 


AUGUST 23, I919 





What are the sane mysteries of the Bible ? 
aoe 
Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, B.D. 
abe Sperm (a6 






Ask to see the Pocket Edition pri 
Oe ee a ee See 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street, - - - ~ New York 











Advertise Jesus 
As The Eternal Son of God 


This is a fundamenta} truth,—a‘‘Go To Church’ 
weekly advertising service that realy advertises must 
prociaim fundamental truths. It ‘is time that the 
Church recognizes the power of news © advertis- 
ing. Write for copy of twenty-six “Go "To Church’ 
ads and prices of weekly service. Every Saturday 
news| rs in America should carry a ‘Go ‘lo 
Church” advertisement. 





JAMES B. SPILLMAN 
Religious Advertising Agency 
COLUMBIA, S. C. 


LIVING FOR JESUS is the title 


. of ournew 
Service for Rally Day —one of 
the most important of the Sunday 


« School festivals. his Service is 

planacd to meet a real need and its music is of the 
igh order that characterizes all our services. Re- 
duced price of 50 cents the dozen,— $3.50 the hun- 
dred. Send for Samples. Ask also for a copy of 
Musica L&ADERSHIP. 
THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


15th and Race Streets - «© Philadelphia 


BRONZE ts ets 


FREE BOOK OF DESIGNS 
JNO. WILLIAMS, Inc., 561 W. 27th Street, New York. 


Rely On Cuticura 
For Skin Troubles 


i Oi ; 
pvezpesics: ; Soap, zement 5 09 Taloum 3. 


“ There were three friends that buried the 























fourth © 
The mould in his mouth and the dust in 
his eyes, 


And they went south and east and north— 
The strong man fights but the sick man 


dies. 

“ There were three friends that spake of the 
dead— ; 

The strong man fights but the sick man 

dies— 

* And would he were here with us now,’ they 
said, 

* The sun in our face and the wind in our 
our eyes.’” 

we 


The truest principle in the world is 
that “he who would have friends must 
show himself. friendly.” He does not 
need to ask for friendship. All he needs 


to do is to give it and it will come back - 


to him. He may not have a gift for 
boisterous good fellowship. He may not 
drink or play cards or golf on Sunday, 
or do any one of a number of things 
which are often made the basis for in- 
timacy and cordiality of human relation- 
ships. Surely a very noble and secure 
basis! But he is not therefore debarred 
from the strongest friendship. He will 
find his friendship relied upon in times 
of need when the friendships built on 
sand are forgotten. 


The more we know of God’s love the 
better friends and neighbors we shall be. 

Every neighbor has his time of need. 
we who knows it and comes is his neigh- 

. 

Friendship is‘ nothing but the love of 
God in a man working outward. 

New York Ciry. 


ve 


Mr. Philip E. Howard has gathered 
into a little book nearly one hundred and 
fifty_ brief prayers, with congas refer- 
ences. It may be had from The Sunday 








School Times Company for 60 cents. 




































Lesson for September 7 Matt. 6: 10; 13 : 31-33, 


44-50; 18:2, 3; Luke 17 : 20, 21; 2 Cor. 10 : 3-5 





Invading the Sudan with Sunday-schools 


Children pinch each other sometimes but like to learn Psalms: other World’s Sunday- 
school news by Frank L. Brown, Joint Generel Secretary of the World's Sunday School 
Association International Sunday 


Manager of the 


Business 
School Association 








T STARTED a year ago with the 
| A Shullas at Doleib Hiil. It came about at 
the request of three natives who came to 
the missionary and said they did not 
‘want their children to grow up like ani- 
mals. They wanted them to learn “the 
words of and the songs of God.” 

On the first Sabbath eight children 
came; the average for the first six 
months was only four, but children from 
other villages came in until the atten- 
dance reached twenty-five. They were 
afraid to come in at the start, but an 
American ball or two and some games 
overcame their fears. They did not 
know how to keep still at first. 

In the School they all crowd around 
the little folding organ. At first they 
pinched each other just like some children 
in America. Then they met on the porch 
and sat,on the floor. They had not much 
clothing on, but soon began to fix up 
some. 

One Sunday the death of a village 

cow prevented the meeting. Then they 
have no timepieces and on cleudy days 
come fate. During the year they have 
committed five Psalms to memory; they 
sing and recite competitively, and the 
cornet leads the music. Three of the 
children now lead in prayer. 
! And just here the future leaders of 
“darkest Africa” are being trained, in 
these little Sunday-school groups in the 
hidden places of the earth. 


An American Violin in Sumatra.— 
Some months ago. Mr. C. D. Meigs, the 
author of the well-known poem “Others,” 
wrote that he had a favorite violin to 
give away for the Sunday-school work 
in the mission field. Just then Mr.Leonard 
QOecchsli, of the Sumatra Mission, spoke 
of the love of the Sumatran young peo- 
ple for music and asked for some.mus- 
ical instruments. That violin traveled 
half way around the globe to Sumatra, 
and now -strains from that instrament 
are coming back. Listen to Mr. Oechsli: 

“I am sorry that I have neglected so 
long acknowledging your generous. gift 
of a violin, which arrived safely and in 
good order. I have just gotten new 
strings and a‘new bridge and find it to be 
a very sweet-toned instrument, and one 
which will be able to do a large amount 
of good. I am glad to know what you 
told me about the character of music 
that this violin has been accustomed to 
render, and I can assure you that it 
will only be increased in its value to me 
by that fact. 

“Our people greatly love the hymns 
of the church. It is quite an innovation 
in their lives to learn to sing, for our 
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Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage: 








$1 .25 Five or more copies, either to | 


separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.25 each, per 
year. 
$1.75 One copy, or any number of 
ye copies less than five, $1.75 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $7. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 

aid we allow one subscription additional 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable ali the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, 











Philadelphia, Pa. | 


Christian music is so utterly different 
from the Chinese music, which really 
ought to be called ‘noise’ rather than 
music. 

“As I was returning homie late one 
night out in Sumatra about midnight, 
I heard music coming forth from the 


upper — of a Chinese tenement house,. 
r 


and as I drew nearer, I heard the lusty 
notes of ‘Blow Ye the Trumpet, Blow.’ 
I afterward found that it was’a man who 
was not himself a Christian, who had 
been attending our services and had be- 
gun his knowledge of Christian life 
through Christian hymn 

“We have an orchestra and also a 
brass band in Medan made up entirely 
of Christin boys. Through their music, 
we are always able to attract large 
crowds of people who stay to hear the 
preaching of the Gospel and buy copies 
of the Scriptures. 

“IT want to thank you also for the 
poem, ‘Others.’ It was rather a coinci- 
dence that about six years ago 
preached a sermon with that title that 
grew out of a reading of those lines.” 


Building Attendance in South Amer- 
ica.—The average attendance of the Cen- 
tral Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school 
of Montevideo, Uruguay, is 250. A 
young busihess man, himself the prod- 
uct of the school, offered to pay ten cents 
for every new person brought to the 
special session of the Sunday-school to 
be held on their national holiday. 

A street car strike came on. But many 
had been at work for the Sunday-school 
occasion and in spite of the strike the 
people poured in from all directions. A lit- 
tle before the hour of 9.30 every seat in 
the large Sunday-school room was filled. 
Two hundred little children were 
crowded on the platform. Rows of fine 
young men were lined up along’the wall 
like a bodyguard.’ Soon the hall was 
packed, until 1125 were counted. 

The singing was magnificent. Every 
one was happy. The Rev. George P: 
Howard, Sunday-school secretary. for 
South America, presented the claims and 
importance..of the -Sunday-school in 
Spanish. 

Buenos Ayres, not‘to be outdone, 
planned a rally in one of its large 
schools, and .1250 responded and $120 
was taken as an offering. 

One of the interesting features at 
this rally was the presence on the plat- 
form of the Rev. John F. Thomson, who 
fifty years before had established the 
first Sunday-school in South America 
in Buenos Ayres, and of a little old 
lady, 115 years old, in whose home that 
school was started. A little five-year- 
old girl presented a bouquet of flowers 
to Dr. Thomson with a speech which 
only Latin-American children of that 
age can make. 


Sunday-Schools by Auto.—Keep your 
eye on West Virginia, if you want to 
see things that are “different.” In his 
annual report to the recent Thirty-sev- 
enth State Convention, Secretary Wal- 
ter A. Snow presents a “constellation” 
of new ideas, among which the follow- 
ing item on rural work shines out as 
one of the brightest: 

“West Virginia is distinctly a rural 
State. _We must reach not only the 
populous centers with the good news of 
religious education, but we must get 
back in the valleys, and up on the moun- 
tain sides. We must reach the people 
where they are, and give them a vision 
of the value and importance of the Sun- 
day-school. 

“Keenly feeling this need, we began 
a search for just the right man to do this 
work; but. such men are scarce. Penn- 
sylvania, New York, and Michigan have 
paid superintendents of their Rural De- 
partments. I found my man, and to-day 
Mr. Jeseph O. Doolittle is our Rural 
Department Superintendent. 

“He began to work for the Associa- 
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| tion even before he was under salary. 


He arrived March 10, and announced 
that he had already secured the gift of 
a Dodge automobile, of delivery type. 
Since t time he has secured equip- 
ment for this car consisting of a high 
power moving-picture machine, genera- 
tor, rheostat, folding organ, Folding 
typewriter, wardrobe-trunk, camp cook- 


| ing outfit, and an excellegt camera. The 


sides of the car are arranged to let out 
like the berths of a sleeping car, and 
four people can sleep in the car. Add 
to this one hundred copies of the “Gos- 
pel in Story and Song,” with Mrs. Doo- 
little, who has been elected his assistant, 


‘presiding at the organ and singing solos, 


visiting homes, etc.,. and the. outfit is 
complete. 

“This car will be busy all summer tak- 
ing the story by means of the eye and 
the ear to the hearts of people who do 
not have opportunities to see and know 
the best in Sunday-school work. It will 
of course reach many who never have 
gotten in touch with modern Sunday- 
school methods. With this outfit Mr. 
and Mrs. Doolittle will search out rural 
conditions, make surveys, and discover 
methods of work which will be used by 
a committee of experts in this depart- 
ment, who are to be selected, as the 
basis for defining a policy for rural 
work for our association. 

“This outfit, costing about $er100, is 
almost entirely the gift of people who 
do not live in West Virginia. If this 
method of approach to the problem 
proves effective, there will be a chal- 
lenge to some West Virginians to equip 
two other cars, one for the Eastern Pan- 
handle, and another for the Southern 
part of the State.” 


A Seven Percent Sunday-School Div- 
idend.—Fifty-two of Birmingham’s (Ala- 
bama) eighty-eight Sunday-schools, en- 
rolling 24,000, reported 920 additions to 
the church last year. From an evangel- 
istic standpoint, this might be called a 
seven percent dividend on the invest- 
ment being made by the city’s Sunday- 
school officers and teachers. 

While ‘this is a remarkably high rec- 
ord; it. should be remembered that at this 
rate it would take nearly fifteen years 
to, win the present membership, without 
any new additions, and statistics show 
that before: the fifteen years have gone 
by, a large proportion of boys and girls 
have passed out of the Sunday-school, 
never to. return. 

Realizing the importance of. this fact, 
the Alabama. -‘Sunday School Associa- 
tion is planning next. year for a state- 
wide evangelistic campaign, “to arouse, 
enlist, and instruct every Sunday-school 
worker in Alabama for a campaign of 
personal evangelism among Sunday- 
school pupils, leading up to an intensive 
drive in the spring of 1920, and culminat- 
ing in a state-wide Decision Day during 
the Easter season.” 
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For the little | 


7 


home accidents 


Keep on hand and have ready for = 
emergency the always-safe antisep- =. 
tic liniment and germ-destroyer — 


Absorbine, Jr. It is healing, cool- 







eaten anata 
AbsorbineJ 
With everybody working so hard and so fast = 
peo + = accidents > a to happen, 
more folks get hurt — even the you get = 
= more cuts and bruises. Rsenthendedie- 
be prepared—have en a 

in the medicine closet and = 
ready for emergencies. = 
It is harmless—-safe and pleasant to use. 


la 


ing, soothing. It gives poset — a 
‘om aches pains. It keeps little = 
cuts and bruises from being affected. = 








ey 
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yield at once 
: ine, Jr. Swollen feet, after a 
| hard day's work, are rested by it. Get 
i a bottle to-day. 
$1.25 A BOTTLE 
At druggists or postpaid 
A Liberal TRIAL Bottle will be sent 
postpaid upon receipt of | Oc in stamps. 
W. F. YOUNG, Inc. 
291 Temple Street, Springfield, Mass, = 
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Scofield Reference Bible . 


NEW AND IMPROVED EDITION 
a Course in Bible Study 


Equals 
Order by number from sey Scofield Bible Price List. 
BIBLES SENT ANYWHERE POST-PAID. 


OUR EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


$1.00 down and $1.00 per month 


Send for Catalogue. Agents Wanted 
National Educational Society 427 S. Dearborn St, Chicage, 
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TRAINING SCHOOL FOR 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


7 Gramercy Park, West 


Under the auspices of the Woman's Branch 


New York City Mission Society 
MRS. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, First Directress 


Special pavantagee are offered in Bible Study 
and practical work to young women desiring to 
enter upon city, home or foreign field work. Ad- 
dress your request for prospectus to 


MISS EDITH H. WHITE, Supt. 
Room 401, 105 East 22d St., New York City 














THE BROOKES BIBLE INSTITUTE 
2051 PARK AVE. ST. LOUIS, MO. 
A strictly Bible School for strictly Bible Workers. 
Students room and living expense $5.00 per week. 
Tuition free. Write for catalog. 


J. H. GAUSS, D.D., Superintendent. 





THE MISSIONARY TRAINING INSTITUTE 





NYACK AND NEW YORK 








HIS is the season of Bible Conferences and Conventions. ‘Thousands of promising young 
lives are being harvested for God and His services. 
You have caught the vision of the HIGHEST SERVICE COMMITTED TO MEN. 
You have felt the thrill of lite’s greatest joy, THE JOY OF WINNING SOULS. 
You have eome face to face with the ‘question, What shall I do with all these newly 
awakened energies? WE ARE PREPARED TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTION : 


BE TRAINED AT ONCE FOR GOD’S SERVICE 





Our slogan is THE WHOLE BIBLE FOR THE WHOLE WORLD 





We stand firmly for the fundamentals of the faith as revealed in an unmutilated Bible. 
We advocate a life of victory mage possible by the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
We believe that the imminent 'cotning of the Lord depends on the speedy evangelization of the world. 


WE TRAIN MEN FOR THIS TASK 





Write for partivulars to REV. W.M. TURNBULL, Nyack, New York. 


Come to Nyack for personal training in The Missionary Training Institute, if possible. But— If you 
cannot come to Nvack, let Nyack come to you ; 
The Nyack Correspondence Bible School offers many of the Institute courses for Home Study. We 


invite you ov map in ** Fireside Study for Worldwide Work. 


Write today for Prospectus. 








Address : ALFRED C. SNEAD, Secretary, Nyack, New York. 
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PREPARE FOR A SUCCESSFUL 


Arouse your Sunday School with 


“The Captain’s Call” 


RALLY Day E. E. Hewitt 


It contains hith- 
erto unpublished 
hymns by Fanny 
J. Crosby, new 
stirring and in- 
spiring songs, 
appropriate 
4 i 4 and a 
splendid selec- 
tion of recita- 
tions and exer- 
cises. 


65 cents a dozen, $5.00 a hundred 
Sample copy 6 cents 


We also have a complete stock of all Rally 
Day necessities : i 


Invitation Cards 
Certificates 

Reward Cards and Pins 

Bibles and Testaments 


Offering Envelopes 
Novelties and Souvenirs 


f Send for illustrated Price List 


THE JUDSON PRESS 1701-1703 ro St. 
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BENTLEY O ACKLEY 
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“i> Bi htest, Best Magazine 
™'? tes beye te kil the Worid.”’ 
Tt’s an entirely different school 
story, a fascinating, absorbing 












Ty pewrite the new w 
100 words per mins 
aran ° 

So weekly. Totally 
new system, Gives 
speed and acou- 
racy. Learn 
at home. 


If you want 
more money in 
your Pay Enve- 
lope, write tor book 
explaining the system. 
Tells how hundreds of NEW 
WAY graduates incres 
their salaries $900, wo. J 
yearly, SEND POSTAL TO-DAY 
FOR FRER COPY. 
ULLOSS SCH 


ooL 
6528 Pi ky Hill, Springfield, Ohio 


HE NEW WAY 


IN TYPEWRITING 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Fucgiture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place. Northville, Mich. 

















' Society; for Dr. Duncan Main’s fine 


$500, $1,000 








For Family Wership 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





September 1 to 7 
Mon.—Matthew 13 : 31-33, 44-56. 
The Kingdom of God. 
There is no attempt to hide the fact of 
a mixture in the Kingdom. This is not the 
day of separation; that will surely 
come, when the true condition of every 
professor will be made manifest. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
young of our families mczy be blessed 
with health and strength of body and 
of mind; that they may consecrate their 
opening years to the Lord’s service. 
Tues.—Matthew 5: 1-12. 

The Laws of the Kingdom. 

“He opened ...” The ages had been 
waiting the opening of those lips. His 
speech ran counter to all current belief 
and overturned all traditional ideas. 
In the “beatitudes” our Lord lays down 
the supreme laws of His Kingdom. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 
would set a watch upon the door of 
our lips; that no vain, boastful, or un- 
true speech may escape. 

Wed.—Matthew 5 : 13-23. 
Light, Law, and Love. 

“Righteousness” in this passage is 
just right-doing and right-living. Christ 
demands more from His followers than 
society demands. His standards have 
to do with thought and motive. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for all 
who are leaving the shores of America 
for their home countries; that they may 
carry with them something of the fra- 
grance and power of Christ’s Gospel. 
Thurs.—Matthew 7 : 13-23. 

Entrance to the Kingdom. 

The entrance is by the strait gate. 
Men must stoop. and be lowly if they 
would enter through it. It will not ad- 
mit of pride, pomp, or parade. Princes 
and peasants must go through it on 
an equality. 

Prayer Suecestions: Pra 
medical missionary work in 
the work of. the Church Missionary 


work at Hanchow; that God would lay 


the needs of China on the hearts of | 


Christian doctors. China has but one 
doctor to three million people. 
Fri.—Matthew 25 : 14-38. 
Service in the Kingdom. 
The unprofitable and useless servant 
must be cast into outer darkness. In 
consequence of not having what he 
ought to have he will lose what he ac- 


|tually has, Simple indolence — doing 
| nothing — is enough to sink a man like 


lead. 

Prayer Succestions: Cease not to 
call upon God for a mighty spiritual 
revival to break out all over the land; 
that the church as represented by her 
members may put away every evil thing 
and thus prepare the way of the Lord. 
Sat.—Revelation 21 : 1-10. 

New Heaven and New Earth. 

The undescribable future is the best 
described by indicating what it is not. 
If we reverse the miseries of earth we 
may understand something of the joys 
of heaven. 

Praver Succestions: Pray for the 
million and a half Jews who are said 
to be -wandering from countries in 
which persecution has become intoler- 
able and whose object is to reach the 
land of their fathers. 

Sun.—Revelation 22 : 1-5. 
The Consummation. 

Through Christ alone shall the glory 
of God be revealed. Through Him we 
pass out of the helplessness of night 
and forever He will be our light and 
glory. 

PRAYER Suacestions: Pray for bless- 
ing on all church services to-day; that 
God would make His ministers more 
faithful, more _ self-denying, more 


‘prayerful, and more successful; that 


strength may be given to all engaged 
in Christ’s work, 


New York Criry. 
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Rally Day Invitation Post 
Cards in Colors. 


Price, 75 cents a 100 postpaid (Assorted if desired) 


BESS cards sheeld be deliv- 
ere special messengers 
selected from the boys’ classes 
| or mailed previous to Kally Day 
to the members of every class or 
Reperime st including the 
CRADLE ROLL and HOME 
DEPARTMENT: and THE 
4) ADULT BIBLE CLASSES; and 
i especially to those who have been 
} irregular in attendance. Space is 
provided for filling in the date 
and time of Rally Day service 
and for the signature of the Su- 
| perintendent of the department 
or of the teacher. 














Send Five Cents for Sam- 

Set of RALLY DAY 
CARDS, or Ten Cents for 
Complete Set of Cards and 
Novelties. 














ORDER BY FORM AND 
LETTER 


No. 34 Printed 


No. 32 Printed No. 35 Plain 


No. 33 Plain 


Form 32.. For the Adult Bible Class, 
with the emblem of the movement 
in colors and autumn scene in cen- 
ter of emblem. Containing a 














Printed invitation. 
Form 33. Same design as Form 32, 
but without any printed invita- 
- tion, so that you can have your 
own invitation printed at yout own 
expense. . 

Form 34. The Rheims | Cathedral 
(France). Containing a printed 
invitation. 

Form 35. Same design as Form 34, 
but without any printed invites 
tion, so that you can have your 
Own invitation printed at your ‘owh 
expense. 3 


























No. 36 Printed. Form 36. Reproduction in colors of 
; : 2 child phonitg the Raily Day Invita- 
Form 28. A unique card, showing a group of tion. Containing “a printed in- 





children. Containing a printed _ vitation. aS 
invitation. - . ; Res Peck any pri d invita 
Form 29. Reproduction in colors of an autumn = Hom, rvitaciom ten aave your 
, “fatidseape: “Containing a printed — {YP (nu tation printed at your own: 
. (Send for Samples) 
NOVEL RALLY DAY INVITATION 
Use these Radi in sending your ? . 





> 


Rally Day Invitations. 
: du r pp t. ) 

A novel radiogram printed in blue on 
card stock with invitation like shown in 
illustration. Can be used as post card 
for mailing or be delivered by special 
messengers from the Sunday school the 
week preceding the Rally Day service. 

Price, 80 cents a hundred ; $3.75 for 
five hundred; $7.00 a thousand, post- 
paid. 













Tene Send 
This Radio Message cals you to the 
Rally Day Service in our School on 


You are needed. Come for your own 
== sake. as well as for the 
sake of the others whom 
your presence will help. 
Can you afford to miss 
this service? Bring your 
friends with you. 















Send for circular contain- ‘ery = = 
ing list of Rally Day 7 

















Supplies 


CERTIFI 








Radiogram. Size, 5 x 7 inches 











CATES OF PROMOTION 


“LIBERTY LINE” PROMO- 
TION CERTIFICATES 


4 cents each, or 35 cents a dozen, post- 
paid, 


et 8 


eos 5 ae 









Beautiful new series printed in four 
colors. For promotions from one depart- 
ment of the school to another. 


No. 750°—Cradle Roll Certificate. 

No. 75t—Cradle Roll Promotion to 
Beginners. 

No. 752—Beginners to Primary. 

No. 753—Primary to Junior. 

No. 754—Junior to Intermediate. 

No. 755—Intermediate to Senior. 


Promotion Certificate, No. 756 


This can be used for promotion to 
any department. 
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